
Writing Curriculum 
 
At The Duston School Primary Phase, we aim for our children to become independent and creative writers. We 
encourage them to write clearly and with confidence over a range of genres, for specific audiences and purposes. 
Throughout their writing, we place great value on the importance of accurate grammar, punctuation and spelling as 
well as the development of correct letter formation and neatly presented handwriting. Through our Writing 
Curriculum, we aim to nurture in the children a love of literature and language and the confidence to continue 
writing throughout their lives. Writing across all subject areas will enable our children to have a more in-depth 
approach to analysing, planning and innovating their writing. 
 
Spelling  
At The Duston School, phonic knowledge continues to underpin spelling after key stage 1 and this is achieved 
through the daily teaching of the Read Write Inc spelling programme. Teachers use this spelling programme to teach 
grapheme phoneme correspondence that do not fit in with what has been taught so far. Regular Read, Write, Inc 
spelling assessments take place to support teachers in their planning and interventions.  
 
Handwriting 
The key principles from The Handwriting Association’s ‘Good Practice for Handwriting Toolkit’ underpin our practice. 
The ‘P checks’ are used to support the process of handwriting and cover Posture, Pencil grasp, Paper position and 
Pressure and fluency. The order and groupings of the phonemes taught is in line with the Read, Write, Inc 
Handwriting Guidance so that it links to children’s phonics teaching. 
 

 Curriculum Map and Key Knowledge Goals 
 EYFS 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 All About Me 
 

Transport – Past 
and Present 

Space 
 

Growing and 
Changing 

Kings and Queens Stories From the 
Past 

 All about me. 
Non-fiction 
Fine motor skills  
Lower case letter 
formation 
Name writing 
Simple CVC  
 

Autumn  
Non-fiction 
Autumn- What can 
you see? 
Describing Autumn 
objects 
CVC object labelling 

Planets/Rockets 
Non-fiction 
Earth, land and sea 
labelling  
My favourite planet 
Lists for space 
travel  

The Tiny Seed 
Fiction- Story  
Non-fiction- 
labelling. 
What does a plant 
need? 
Create a story map  

Little People Big 
Dreams- King 
Charles III. 
Non-Fiction 
Labelling King 
Charles portrait 
Recount the 
coronation 
 

Traditional tales  
Fiction 
Story map Captions  
Letters 

 Where’s my 
Teddy? 
Fiction  
Teddy names 
Description 
Invitation  
CVC words  

Naughty Bus/ The 
Wheels on the Tuk 
Tuk. 
Fiction 
Description  
Story pictures and 
caption writing 

How to catch a 
star. 
Fiction 
Captions 
Book templates 
Story writing   
 

The Enormous 
Turnip. 
Fiction 
Retelling 
Instructions 
Captions  
List writing  

Zog/ Zog and the 
flying doctor. 
Fiction 
Description  
Story writing  
Captions  
Recipes 

Traditional folk 
tales/myths 
Fiction 
Retelling 
Describing  
Fable writing 
Story maps 

  One snowy night 
Fiction 
Labelling 
CVC words 
Captions 
Story writing  
 

Whatever next! 
Fiction 
Recounts 
Story writing 
Captions 
Shopping list 
Moon fact files 

Life cycles 
Non-fiction 
labelling a cycle 
Description  
Fact files  
Diary writing   

Trip 
Non-Fiction 
Recount 
labelling 
Fact files 
 

Discovering 
Shakespeare. 
Fiction 
Story writing 
Character  
Description 
 

 Year 1 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Ye
ar

 1
 

All About Me  
Information text  
Subject specific 
vocabulary   
Opening 
Present tense  
Capital letters 
Full stops 

The Paper Bag 
Princess 
Fiction – 
Description   
Description   
Past tense  
Conjunctions   
Joining clauses 

Spring Poetry  
Poetry  
Description  
Subject specific 
vocabulary  
Similes  
Statements 
 

Beegu  
Fiction – 
Characterisation  
Character change 
Journey language  
Past tense  
Similes  

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
Fiction – Setting 
Past tense 
Similes 
Setting change 
Journey language  
Statements  

One Day on Our 
Blue Planet – 
Savannah  
Fiction – Story 
Opening 
Build-up 
Climax 
Endin 



The Gruffalo  
Fiction – 
description  
Develop use of 
senses 
Descriptive 
language  
Past tense  
Capital letter for 
the pronoun I and 
for names  

Animals and their 
Needs  
Non-fiction – 
information text 
Opening 
Sentence signposts  
Subject specific 
vocabulary  
Present tense  
Questions  
 

The Bog Baby   
Non-fiction – 
Instructions  
Opening 
List 
Chronological order 
Time language 
Imperatives 
Commands  
Present tense  

 

Human Impact on 
Earth  
Non-fiction – 
Information  
Opening 
Closing 
Conjunctions  
Questions  
Commands  
Present tense 

Trip 
Non-fiction – 
Recount 
Chronological order 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Time language 
Description 
Develop use of 
senses 
Conjunctions   

The Tempest   
Fiction – Setting  
Third person 
Past tense 
Simple sentence 
Descriptive 
language focus 
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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Tell me a Dragon 
&The Night Dragon 
Fiction – 
Characterisation  
Similes  
Sentence of 3 
Revisit Yr 1 core 
curriculum 
Precise verbs  
Adjectives  
Full stops and 
capital letters 

All About Me  
Poetry – Kenning 
Noun 
Adjective 
Verb 
Adverb 
Preposition  
Apostrophes for 
contractions 
 
 

The BFG  
Fiction – Suspense  
Repetition 
Isolate character  
Show characters 
reaction  
Exclamations for 
impact 
Adverbials for 
dramatic effect  
Past tense  
Similes  

Twelfth Night PKC 
Fiction – 
Characterisation  
Use of similes  
Sentence of 3 
Precise verbs  
 

Hansel and Gretel 
Fiction – Setting  
Sentence of 3  
Adjectives to suit 
the mood 
Similes 
Adverbials – time 
of day and weather 
 

Malala’s Magic 
Pencil   
Non-Fiction – 
Speech writing  
Rhetorical 
questions  
Emotive language 
Sentence of 3  
Opening 
Main body 
Closing  
 

Treasure Island  
Non-Fiction – 
Instructions 
Opening 
List 
Chronological order 
Time language 
Imperatives 
Commands  
Technical 
vocabulary 
Present tense  
  

Issun Boshi  
Fiction – 
Description 
Precise nouns 
Adjectives 
Commas in lists 
Sentence of 3 
Adverbs 
Similes 
How did the  

Roald Dahl 
Museum Trip 
Non-Fiction – 
Recount 
Chronological order 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Time language 
Description 
Develop use of 
senses 
Conjunctions  
 

Plants 
Non-Fiction – 
Information  
Opening 
Closing 
Subheadings  
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Conjunctions   
 

Travel Leaflet 
Non-Fiction – 
Information 
Opening 
Closing 
Persuade 
Precise adjectives 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 

 
 

Powerful Voices  
Non-Fiction – 
Information  
Opening 
Closing 
Subheadings  
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Conjunctions   
Statements 
Questions  
Present tense 
 
 
 

Romans Change 
Britain Over Time? 
Non-Fiction – 
Information 
Opening 
Closing 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Present tense 

 Lower Key Stage 2 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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All About Me  
Non-fiction – 
Information  
Beginning, middle, 
end 
Headings 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
 

Human body The 
Digestive System  
Non-fiction – 
Explanation  
Present tense 
Formal 
Range of sentence 
types 
Paragraphs  
 

Egyptian Myth - 
The Girl With the 
Rose-Red Slippers 
(Cinderella)   
Fiction – Dialogue  
Features:  
Precise verbs  
Dialogue to suggest 
feelings 
Punctuating direct 
speech 

Light  
Non-fiction – 
Information 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Concluding phrases 
Conjunctions – 
coordinating and 
subordinate  
 
 

The Anglo-Saxons, 
Scots and Vikings 
Non-Fiction – 
Information  
Beginning, middle, 
end 
Headings 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Commas after 
fronted adverbials 

Peter Pan  
Fiction – 
Characterisation  
Show, not tell 
emotions  
Verbs and adverbs 
to add effect 
Short sentences for 
effect – suspense 
Third person  
 

Stone Age Boy  
fiction – action  
Dramatic fronted 
adverbials 
Vary sentence 
length 
Show, not tell eg.  
verbs - feelings 
Present perfect 
form of verbs 
  

Recipe to Make a 
Wolf (Pie Corbett)  
Poetry  
Metaphors 
Personification 
Similes 
Possessive 
apostrophes  
Expanded noun 
phrases (precise)  
Commas after 
fronted adverbials 

Wangari's Trees of 
Peace 
Fiction – Dialogue 
Verbs  
Dialogue to suggest 
feelings 
Punctuating direct 
speech 
Appropriate 
pronouns 
Adverbs  
 

Voices in the Park 
(Anthony Browne) 
Fiction – dialogue  
Verbs  
Dialogue to suggest 
feelings 
Punctuating direct 
speech 
Appropriate 
pronouns 
Past tense  
Conjunctions  

Iron Man  
Fiction – 
Characterisation   
Short sentences for 
effect – suspense 
Past tense 
Onomatopoeia 
Questions 
 

Richard III PKC 
Fiction – 
Characterisation 
Characterisation 
Precise adjectives  
Adverbs  
Commas in a list 
Inverted commas 
Conjunctions 
Extended noun 
phrases  



Trip Recount  
Non-fiction – 
Recount 
Chronological order 
Beginning, middle, 
end 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Personal – 
expression   

Ancient Egypt  
Non-Fiction – 
Information  
Beginning, middle, 
end 
Headings 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Introduction to 
paragraphs 

Rivers 
Non-fiction – 
Explanation  
Present tense 
Formal 
Range of sentence 
types 
Headings and 
subheadings 
 

  Little People, Big 
Dreams: Marcus 
Rashford  
Non-fiction - 
Biography 
Beginning, middle, 
end 
Headings 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 

Hopes, Dreams 
and Achievements 
Non-Fiction – 
Information  
Beg, middle, end 
Headings 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Children who 
Changed the World 
Non-Fiction – 
biography 
Beginning, middle, 
end 
Headings 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
 

The Human Body 
Non-Fiction 
Explanation  
Formal 
Range of sentence 
types 
Fronted adverbials 
(sequencing)  
 

Mediterranean 
Europe  
Non-fiction – 
persuasion  
Beg, middle, end 
Emotive language 
Description to 
persuade  
Viewpoint 
Imperative 
 

Life in Ancient 
Rome 
Non-Fiction – 
Information  
Opening 
Subheadings 
Ending 
Generaliser –  
most, many 
Formal 
Third person 
 

The Man That 
Walked Between 
Two Towers 
Fiction – Suspense 
Let the threat get 
closer and closer 
Show characters 
feeling  
Short sentences  
Rhetorical 
questions to worry 
the reader 

The Gunpowder 
Plot  
Non-Fiction – 
Newspaper Report  
Relative clauses 
Direct speech 
Journalistic 
vocabulary 
Standard English 
 
 
 

Theseus and the 
Minotaur  
Fiction – action  
Show, not tell eg. 
Tiptoes, sighed – 
feelings 
Personification 
Vary sentence 
length 
Inverted commas  
 

The River by 
Valerie Bloom  
Poetry  
Metaphors 
Precise nouns  
Personification 
Adverbs and verbs 
Noun phrases 
 

The Last Bear  
Fiction – 
Characterisation  
Similes  
Metaphors 
Range of sentence 
types and lengths 

 
 

How to Train Your 
Dragon  
Fiction – Action  
Show, not tell eg. 
Tiptoes, sighed – 
feelings 
Personification 
Vary sentence 
length 
Dramatic fronted 
adverbials including 
verbs 

London  
Non-Fiction – 
Letter  
Commas for 
parenthesis 
Conjunctive 
adverbs 
Fronted adverbials 
of sequence 
Proper nouns 
Conjugating tenses 
 

Julius Caesar  
Fiction – 
characterisation 
Pathos, logos, 
ethos 
Use of 
subordinating and 
coordinating 
conjunctions 
Personal pronouns 
Possessive 
pronouns 

Inspirational 
People  
Non-fiction – 
biography  
Beginning, middle, 
end 
Headings 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 

Alice in 
Wonderland  
Fiction – 
Characterisation  
Similes  
Metaphors 
Range of sentence 
types and lengths 
 

  
 
 

 Letter to my new 
teacher  
Non-fiction – Letter 
Commas for 
parenthesis 
Conjunctive 
adverbs 
Conjugating tenses 
Determiners  

 Upper Key Stage 2       

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Groosham Grange 
Fiction – 
Alternative ending 
Use contrast  
Use dilemma, 
desire or 
unexpected event 
Suggest something 
dangerous might 
happen 
Create mood 
Dramatic speech 
 
 

Silent Music PKC 
Non-fiction – 
Information 
Coordinating & 
subordinating 
conjunctions 
Conjunctive 
adverbs 
Modal verbs 
Commas, brackets 
& dashes for 
parenthesis 
  

Shakespeare -   
Macbeth  
Fiction – Setting  
Show characters 
reaction to the 
setting  
Prepositions to 
extend description  
Change 
atmosphere by 
altering the 
weather 
 
 

Battle of Trafalgar  
Non-fiction - 
Newspaper report 
Journalistic 
vocabulary 
Formal language 
Simple, complex 
compound, 
sentences 
Conjunctive 
adverbs 
Relative clauses 
 

Speech – As an 
abolitionist 
Non-fiction – 
speech  
First person 
Persuasion 
Repetition for 
purpose 
Logical order 
Opinions presented 
as facts 
Emotive sentence 
signposts 
Imperative 

Astronomy 
Non-fiction – 
Explanation  
Logical explanatory 
steps 
Topic adverbials 
Causal sentence 
signposts 
Generalisations 
Detail to 
understand points 
Technical 
vocabulary  
 



The Hill We Climb – 
Amanda Gorman 
Poetry  
Metaphors 
Similes 
Personification  
Onomatopoeia 
Alliteration   

 
 
 

Hatchet 
Fiction – 
Characterisation 
Show (not tell) how 
characters feel   
Reveal characters 
thoughts 
Show character 
development  
 

The Fall of the 
Blade  
Fiction – Setting  
Show characters 
reaction to the 
setting eg Jo 
shivered 
Prepositions to 
extend description  
  

The Wind in the 
Wall  
Fiction – 
characterisation 
Reveal characters 
thoughts 
Show character 
development 
Use character 
actions or dialogue 
to move story 
forward  
  

 Dragon Mountain 
– Katie and Kevin 
Tsang.  
Fiction – 
Description  
Use character 
reaction 
Precise detail  
Describe for a 
purpose  
Personification 
Metaphors 
Similes  

Oliver Twist 
Fiction - Setting 
Synonyms and co-
locates 
Commas, brackets 
and dashes for 
parenthesis 
Relative clauses 
Coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions 
 

History of Baghdad  
Non-fiction – 
Information  
Opening 
Paragraphs starting 
with topic 
sentences Formal  
Generalisers 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Detail and precise 
description  
Comparisons 
 

The Ice Man  
Non-fiction – 
information 
Opening 
Paragraphs starting 
with topic 
sentences 
Generalisers 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Formal  
Detail and precise 
description  
Comparisons 

Living Things  
Non-fiction – 
information 
Opening 
Paragraphs starting 
with topic 
sentences 
Generalisers 
Subject specific 
vocabulary 
Formal  
Detail and precise 
description  
Comparisons 

The Wolves of 
Willoughby Chase 
Fiction – Suspense  
Independent  
Hide the threat 
Personify the 
setting 
Character use 
senses to sense 
something ominous 
Surprise the reader 
Reveal character 
thoughts  
Slow the action  

  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Manifesto writing  
Non-fiction - 
speech writing 
Logical order 
Building one 
viewpoint 
Informal friendly  
Emotive signposts 
Opinions presented 
as facts 
Imperative 
 

Animals in WW1  
Non-fiction – 
Information  
Third person 
pronouns 
Tenses: past, 
present, future 
Coordinating & 
subordinate 
conjunctions 
Connective adverbs 
 

Rose Blanche  
Fiction – Recount – 
Diary  
Chronological order 
Opening paragraph 
to hook and 
orientate the 
reader 
 
 
 
 

I did Knock First  
Fiction - Suspense 
Techniques to build 
suspense. 
Cohesion within 
and across 
paragraphs 
Tenses: past, 
present and future 
Relative pronouns 
and clauses. 
 

Alma (Literacy 
Shed) 
Fiction – Suspense 
Show character’s 
reaction 
Precise detail to 
bring scene alive 
Personification 
Metaphors and 
similes 
Hide the threat 
Modal verbs 

Romeo & Juliet  
Fiction – 
Characterisation  
Quotations 
Oxymoron 
Sonnet 
Verse 
Prose 
 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 
Fiction – Setting 
Time of day 
adverbials 
Characters reaction 
to setting eg Jo 
shivered 
Prepositions 
Highlight unusual 
details 
Change 
atmosphere – 
weather, place or 
time 
 

Poetry WW2 In 
Flanders Fields 
Poetry 
Prepositional 
language 
Metaphors 
Similes 

Maya Angelou  
Non-fiction – 
Information  
Paragraphs 
Formal voice 
Standard English 
Third person 
pronouns 
Tenses: past, 
present, future 
Coordinating & 
subordinate 
conjunctions 
 

Kristallnacht 
Non-Fiction – 
Newspaper report  
Journalistic 
vocabulary 
Past, present & 
future tense 
Fronted adverbials 
of time & sequence 
Relative clauses 
Reported and 
direct speech 
  

The Railway 
Children 
Fiction – Diary 
recount 
Word classes 
Phrases & clauses 
Subordinate 
clauses 
Subjunctive form 
Narrative – 
retelling 
Features: 
Precise detail to 
bring scene alive. 
Personification 

Evolution 
Non-fiction 
information 
Third person 
pronouns 
Tenses: past, 
present, future 
Coordinating & 
subordinate 
conjunctions 
Connective adverbs 
 
 
 
 

Suffragettes  
Non-chronological 
report 
Formal language 
Coordinating & 
subordinating 
conjunctions 
 

Human Body 
Non-fiction 
Coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions 
Commas, dashes 
and brackets for 
parenthesis. 
Colons for a list. 
Features of formal 
writing.  
 

Behind the Lines 
Narrative – 
flashback element 
Use dialogue to 
advance the action 
and to convey 
character. 
Using commas to 
clarify meaning. 
Use of brackets 
 

North America  
Non-Fiction –
information text 
Features of formal 
writing 
Commas, dashes 
and brackets for 
parenthesis. 
Colons for a list. 
Active and passive 
sentences 
Bullet points 

WW11 and The 
Holocaust 
Non-Fiction – 
Information 
Formal, standard 
English 
Third person 
pronouns 
Tenses: past, 
present, future 
 

  
 
 
 

The History of 
Human Rights 
Non-Fiction – 
Information 
Third person 
pronouns 
Tenses: past, 
present, future 
Coordinating & 
subordinate 
conjunctions 
 

 
 



 
 


