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INTRODUCTION
The CACHE Level 2 Award in Child Development and Care provides you with the opportunity to
gain a vocational qualification that gives a basic introduction to the sector, and the knowledge and
understanding of child development and well-being necessary when preparing to work with
children in a variety of settings.
This qualification consists of 3 units: two graded A*- D assessed by a graded Assessment Task; and a
Synoptic Assessment unit which is assessed via a Multiple Choice Paper.
This qualification will enable you to develop significant transferable knowledge and study
skills that will support progression including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

an awareness of learning styles
a basic introduction in to working with children in a variety of settings
an understanding of roles and responsibilities when working in a setting
an understanding of Equality and Diversity within a childcare setting
a basic understanding of the stages and sequence of child development
an introduction to observing children and how it supports development
an introduction to the influences that affect holistic development
an introduction to everyday care routines and the types of activities that can support
the development of independence skills
• an introduction to supporting children through transition.
You will have to complete all 3 units of work. It doesn’t matter whether you are ill, on holiday or
your alarm clock doesn’t work properly….it all has to be done!
When you achieve a unit, this is ‘banked’ by CACHE. This means if you take another CACHE
qualification at a later date, which has the same units included, you do not need to restudy those
units.

Types of assessment
Unit

Title

Unit 1

An introduction to working with children aged 0-5 years

Method of
assessment
Assessment task

Unit 2

Development and well-being 0-5 years

Assessment task

Unit 3

Child care and development 0-5 years

Multiple choice question
paper

Expectations
We want to support you in working hard. We want you to feel confident, successful and happy in
your work.


It is important that you complete all the work set.



You must turn up on time.



You must bring everything you need to every lesson.



You need to: think for yourself
meet deadlines
produce your best work
work on your own

It is important that you realise you need to spend a great deal of time on your assignments. You
won’t pass by turning up to lessons and then forgetting about it! You need to spend time at
home on your assignments.
You also need to accept that everyone on the course is equally important and you cannot disrupt
the work of others.

Assignments
Assignments are handed to your teacher by the given deadline, who will assess it and possibly
hand it back to you for alterations or additions. After the last assessment it will be passed on to
the school’s internal verifier. Then an external moderator will look at your work to verify the
assessment decision.


Remember, we are here to help you.

What is a unit of work?
A unit of work is a topic divided into assessment tasks. At the beginning of each piece of work
your teacher will tell you which tasks you are working on.
You have a copy of the Unit Specifications which show you all the units in this handbook.
Look at the unit specifications. You will see it tells you what you need to learn and what you
need to show in your work.
It is important to keep your assignments well organised.

Student’s guide to a good assignment

LAYOUT
It is a necessary requirement of
work has a header showing:





that every page of your

your name
the unit number
your PIN number,
the centre number – 03065.000
Unit submission form
Contents Page
Introduction

What can be found in the unit

Evidence

The ‘MUSTS’ of the Evidence
 Relate to the assessment requirements
 Be easy to read in a logical order with headings and sub headings – not a
collection of notes
 Be original and your own work. If you use quotes, tables, charts, graphs
or diagrams, you must identify the source
 Be given in a plastic wallet
 Be word-processed
 Be the same font and size throughout
 Use relevant vocational language
 Be in a professional report style

This may be classed as
evidence of a very good portfolio even though it’s all made up!
This may be classed as evidence of a good portfolio.

This may be classed as evidence of a good portfolio. This made be classed as evidence
of a very good portfolio even though it’s all made up!
Don’t use lots of

different fonts and sizes!

A
good
grade
…..?

Don’t say “My friend and I went to…..”
….. use a proper, professional report style.

Page
Numbers
4.
This may be classed as evidence of a good
portfolio. This may be classed as evidence of a
very good portfolio even though it’s all made up!

Towards a Good Grade

Headings



This may be classed as evidence of a good
portfolio. This may be classed as evidence of a
very good portfolio even though it’s all made up!
This may be classed as evidence of a good
portfolio. This may be classed as evidence of a
very good portfolio even though it’s all made up!
With luck you could even remember to include:

Bullet points

Headings and subheadings

Sections

Contents page
Then you could be on target for a good grade!

Footer



On Target

This may be classed as evidence of a good
portfolio. This may be classed as evidence of a
very good portfolio even though it’s all made up!
JoeBloggs/H01/25 Dec

A MUST NOT

(U mstnt use txt lang)


Paragraphs


Justified text


Word
processed



CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND CARE
References and Bibliography
The majority of the assignment must be your own work; therefore you must not copy large
extracts from any source.
References







You need to give at least 2 relevant references and a bibliography, for each assessment.
The references may come from the same source or different sources.
References should be used in the main body of the assignment to support your work.
Each reference should be clearly identiﬁed by the use of speech marks or italics and must indicate
where the information has been taken from.
If references are not clearly identiﬁed, this could be considered to be plagiarism.

Example:
“It is important to follow all the policies and procedures in order to keep children safe.” (Bloggs, 2009, p26)
Or According to Bloggs, 2009, p26. It is important to follow all the policies and procedures in order to keep

children safe.

Bibliography





A bibliography is a list of books, websites, magazines articles, DVDs or other relevant sources may
be used.
The bibliography should contain the sources of the references together with any other background
reading used when writing the assignment.
The information in the bibliography should be sufficient to enable the reader to ﬁnd the source.

For each book, your bibliography needs to include:
 The name of the author(s)
 The year of publication
 The title
 The publisher
Example:
Bloggs J (2009) Planning for Children, Smith and Co
For each website you need to include:
• The full web address or URL
• The date you accessed the information
Example:
www.direct.gov.uk/en/parents 01/04/17
For each journal or magazine you need to include:
• The name of the author of the article
• The title of the article
• The name of the journal or magazine
• The date of publication
Example:
Bloggs J. Planning for the under 5’s, The New Nursery, 8th April 2016

CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND CARE
Glossary of Terms
Assessment criteria

Assessment task
Assessment

A description of the requirements you must achieve to
demonstrate that a learning outcome has been met.

A scenario or aspect of the work role that will support you l
in producing the evidence
The process of making judgements about the extent to which your work meets the
assessment criteria of a unit, or any additional assessment requirements of a
qualification.

Diversity

Children, young people and adults and their families come from a variety of
backgrounds and family structures. There may be a range or variation of people’s
characteristics in aspects such as gender, sexual orientation, lifestyle, family
composition, abilities, cultural and linguistic backgrounds and other differences.

Inclusion

Ensuring that every child, young person, adult or learner is given equality of opportunity
to access education and care by meeting their specific needs.

Inclusive practice

Inclusion in education and care is one aspect of inclusion in society. Taking whatever
steps are necessary to ensure that every child, young person, adult or learner is given
an equal chance of taking advantage of the opportunities offered to them.

Learning outcome

A statement of what you will know, understand or be able to do as a result of a process
of learning.

Plagiarism

When you claim work to be your own when it is not. All work submitted towards a unit
or qualification must be your own and not copied from anyone or anywhere else unless
the course of the information has been clearly referenced.

Reflective practice

You should consider their actions, experiences or learning and the implications of these
in order to suggest significant developments for future action, learning or practice.
These are recognised cycles of reflective practice. Reflective practice can also show
that you performed exceptionally well.

Unique Learning Number (ULN)

This is an individual number available to anyone over the age of 14 years involved in UK
education which will transfer with them when they move on to other programmes of
study.

Unit aim

A short statement providing a brief outline of the unit content.

Unit title

The titling of the unit that provides a clear, concise explanation of the content of the
unit.

Trigger Words
Verbs

Explanation

Define

State the meaning of a work, phrase or process.

Describe

Write or speak about the topic or activity giving detailed information.

Discuss

Write an account giving more than one view or opinion.

Evaluate

Examine strengths and weaknesses/make points for and against and come to a valid
conclusion or judgement.

Explain

Provide details about the subject with reasons showing how or
why. Some responses could include examples.

Identify

Provide brief information about a subject, specific process or activity.

Reflect

To look at actions, experiences or learning and think about how this could inform future
action, learning or practice.

HOW TO WORK OUT YOUR GRADE

Mark
Grade

Grade boundaries
70 – 79
60 – 69
A
B

80 –100
A*

Grade A*
5
15

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3

50 – 59
C

Points
Grade A
Grade B
4
3
12
9

Total points
19 -21
15 - 18
12 - 14
9 - 11
5-8

35 – 49
D

Grade C
2
6

0 – 34
Refer

Grade D
1
3
1

Final grade
A*
A
B
C
D

Tracking your progress

Marks

Grade

Points

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3 (MCQ)
Total:
Grade:

Work Plan
September - May

Unit 1 - An introduction to working with children 0-5 years

May – May

Unit 2 – Development and well-being 0-5 years

April – June

Unit 3 – Childcare and development 0-5 years

Exemplar 1 - Unit 1 D1 task
Describe the features of settings available
for children 0-5 years
This is an example of a section of a B
grade piece of work.

Exemplar 2 – Unit 1 A task
Discuss the difference between types of
provision available for children aged 0-5
years.
This is an example of a section of an A
grade piece of work.

Exemplar 3 – Unit 2 D2/D3/B2
Observation and Assessment
Identify suitable methods of
observing and recording the holistic
development of children.

