Curriculum
Knowledge
History
Year 8: The Industrial Revolution

Enquiry Question:
How did the Industrial Revolution change
England?
Big questions that will help you answer this enquiry question:
Enquiry questions
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)

What were the effects of the Agricultural revolution?
What was Britain like in 1750?
Why did the population explode?
Would you have survived the Industrial Revolution?
Why did factory conditions improve?
How did transport develop during the Industrial revolution?
What was the most significant invention made during the Industrial
Revolution?
Why was there an Industrial Revolution?
Why was people’s health so bad?
Why did public health improve?
Could you get justice in Victorian Britain?
Why was there so much crime in cities?
Why was Jack the Ripper never caught?
Did the Industrial Revolution bring progress and improvement?

`The Industrial Revolution began with the Agricultural Revolution.
Increased food production meant people could move to the cities and have
relatively cheap food. It also meant that enclosure left lots of people
without jobs and they moved to the cities and were the cheap labour the
factories needed. The Industrial revolution then took off as individuals
invented new ways of producing goods such as cotton. Rich farmers
provided the money needed to create the factories; cheap labour was
available because of the Agricultural revolution; Britain also happened to
have the raw materials needed to produce an industrial revolution such as
iron ore and coal. This revolution changed the face of England and the
World.

Homework for week 1 and 2: Consolidation
Answer the following 4 mark exam questions:
Describe two features of the Agricultural revolution
(4 marks)
Describe two features of Britain in 1750 (4 mark)
Due week 2
Homework for week 3 and 4: Preparation
Revision for a knowledge quiz with key terms, dates
and vocab using the knowledge organiser.
Due week 4
Homework for week 5 and 6: Consolidation
Write a short speech (around 1 minute long) to explain what you think is the most significant invention
of the Industrial period. Why is this the most significant invention? These speeches will be read in class.
Due week 6

Sample assessment material 1
“Public health improved due to the work of Edwin Chadwick.” How far do you agree?
(16 marks)
* Edwin Chadwick; * Impact of John Snow
Public health included the provision of clean water and the removal of sewerage from peoples houses. Before Chadwick, Snow and Pasteur this was done
by private companies and the government took no part in Public health.
Chadwick, Snow and Pasteur all helped change this situation and the Government was forced to take responsibility for public Health.
Edwin Chadwick wrote a report in 1842 outlining the reasons for poverty and
early death amongst the poor. He suggested this was down to poor living
conditions particularly a lack of clean water and effective sewerage removal.
This report was the basis of further investigations and led to the 1848 Public
health Act which allowed councils to voluntarily take on Public health and
improve living conditions. This was a big step forward.
However, it was voluntary and John Snow helped move it towards forcing
councils to act to improve living conditions. He statistically proved that Cholera a deadly disease which killed thousands was carried in dirty water. By
ensuring clean water and effective sewerage removal you could massively
reduced deaths from Cholera. This led to the 1875 Public health Act and improved Public health making it compulsory for councils.
Pasteur helped the situation in Public health because a lot of people did not
believe
in Snows statistics and he could not prove Cholera was in the water. Pasteur proved that Germs can kill and live in the environment. Robert
Koch then discovered the actual Cholera germ proving that it was in the water.
It was not until the creation of the Welfare state in 1945 that full responsibility for Public Health was given to councils but Chadwick, Snow and Pasteur all
contributed to improvements in Public health, Chadwick as the first could be
said to be the most important but Snow and Pasteur did massively contribute
to the public Health we have today.
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Wider Reading List
Wider reading list
Britain's Industrial Revolution: The Making of a Manufacturing People,
1700-1870 by Barrie Trinder
The Industrial Revolution Explained: Steam, Sparks and Massive Wheels
By Stan Yorke
Iron, Steam & Money: The Making of the Industrial Revolution by Roger
Osborne
The Industrial Revolution (Shire Living Histories) by Johnathon Downs
Liberty's Dawn: A People's History of the Industrial Revolution
Liberty's Dawn: A People's History of the Industrial Revolution by Emma
Griffin

