The Duston School
Berrywood Road
Duston
Northampton
NN5 6XA

Our Ref: SST/HBr
Wednesday 8th July 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians,
Re: PPE
I’m writing to inform you of the Department of Education’s stance regarding PPE as of the new
academic year, which is detailed below. As a school we are happy for pupils to wear PPE on their
way to and from school, especially if they are accessing public transport. However, once a pupil
arrives at the school we will, as per the recommendations set out below, ask pupils to remove this.
Yours faithfully,
Mr Strickland
Principal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protectivemeasures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protectivemeasures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#personal-protective-equipment-ppe-including-facecoverings-and-face-masks
Personal protective equipment (PPE) including face c overings and face masks
Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other education settings is not recommended.
Face coverings may be beneficial for short periods indoors where there is a risk of close social
contact with people you do not usually meet and where social distancing and other measures cannot
be maintained, for example on public transport or in some shops. This does not apply to schools or
other education settings. Schools and other education or childcare settings should therefore not
require staff, children and learners to wear face coverings. Changing habits, cleaning and hygiene are
effective measures in controlling the spread of the virus. Face coverings (or any form of medical
mask unless instructed to be used for specific clinical reasons) should not be worn in any
circumstance by those who may not be able to handle them as directed (for example, young
children, or those with special educational needs or disabilities) as it may inadvertently increase the
risk of transmission.
The majority of staff in education settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally
need for their work, even if they are not always able to maintain a distance of 2 metres from
others. PPE is only needed in a very small number of cases including:


children, young people and students whose care routinely already involves the use of PPE due to
their intimate care needs should continue to receive their care in the same way
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if a child, young person or other learner becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus (COVID19) while in their setting and needs direct personal care until they can return home. A fluidresistant surgical face mask should be worn by the supervising adult if a distance of 2 metres
cannot be maintained. If contact with the child or young person is necessary, then disposable
gloves, a disposable apron and a fluid-resistant surgical face mask should be worn by the
supervising adult. If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, for
example from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn

Education and childcare settings and providers should use their local supply chains to obtain PPE.
If education or childcare settings cannot obtain the PPEthey need they should approach their local
authority (LA). Local authorities should support them to access local PPE markets and available stock
locally, including through coordinating the redistribution of available supplies between settings
according to priority needs.
If the local authority is not able to meet the PPE needs of education and childcare providers,
the LA should approach their nearest local resilience forum (LRF) which will allocate stock if it is
available once the needs of other vital services locally have been met. If neither the LA or LRF is able
to respond to an education or childcare setting’s unmet urgent need for PPE, the setting will need to
make their own judgement in line with their risk assessment as to whether it is safe to continue to
operate.
Read the guidance on safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care for more
information about preventing and controlling infection, including the use of PPE.
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