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Big Questions
How were the myths used to explain creation?
How do the mythological stories provide a moral message for human beings?
How do Greek myths act as warnings for human behaviour?
How do Greek myths present the ideas of love or jealousy?
What is an archetypal hero?
What can we learn from Norse mythology?
What can the similarities and differences between different mythology stories teach us?

What is the purpose of an epic?

Literary vocabulary
Aetiological
derived from the Greek αἰτιολογία (aitiología) "giving a
reason for"

To explain or give reasons for something in order to make
sense of it

Allusion
from French, or from late Latin allusio(n- ), from the
verb alludere
Anthropomorphism
From Greek anthrōpomorphos (from anthrōpos ‘human
being’ + morphē ‘form’)

An expression or phrase that refers to a well-known story
or idea without naming it explicitly

Archetypal
from Greek arkhetupon ‘something moulded first as a
model’
Epic
From Greek epos meaning ‘word, song.’

Typical of a certain person or thing

Heroism
comes from the Greek ἥρως (hērōs), "hero" (literally
"protector" or "defender
Hubris
From ancient Greek.

Bravery or courage; to live by the heroic code

Metamorphosis
from metamorphoun ‘transform, change shape’.

To undergo a change of some kind

Moral
From moralia, matters relating to customs and mores

A lesson learned as a result of a story or experience

Mortal
from Latin mortalis, from mors, mort- ‘death’.

A living human being, often in contrast to a divine being or
gods

Myth
From mythos, to report, tale, story

A traditional story that explains, provides a moral, or marks
a historical event

Nemesis
from nemein ‘give what is due’.

Consequences to actions, usually final or fatal

Psychological
from Renaissance Latin psychologia, the study of the soul

Affecting the mind; related to the mental or emotional
state of someone

Stereotypical
from Greek stereos "solid") + French type "type"

A fixed idea about a particular type of person or thing

Vengeance
from Latin vindicare ‘vindicate’

An act of revenge for an injury or wrong carried out.

A god, animal or object with human characteristics

A long poem, typically from ancient tradition, narrating the
deeds and adventures of heroic figures

Excessive pride towards or defiance of the gods, leading to
nemesis
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Key terminology: Origins of Literature
This page is for you to add any other key terms you learn during this half term.

Key term

Definition
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Homework
Homework 1 Memorise the word’s origin

Due Date:

1 Aetiological
derived from the Greek αἰτιολογία (aitiología) "giving
a reason for"

6 Heroism
comes from the Greek ἥρως (hērōs), "hero" (literally
"protector" or "defender

2 Allusion
from French, or from late Latin allusio(n- ), from the
verb alludere

7 Hubris
From ancient Greek.

3 Anthropomorphism
From
Greek anthrōpomorphos (from anthrōpos ‘human
being’ + morphē ‘form’)

8 Metamorphosis
from metamorphoun ‘transform, change shape’.

4 Archetypal
9 Moral
from Greek arkhetupon ‘something moulded first as a From moralia, matters relating to customs and mores
model’
5 Epic
From Greek epos meaning ‘word, song.’

10 Mortal
from Latin mortalis, from mors, mort- ‘death’.

Homework 2 memorise the Gods and their role

Due Date:

1. Zeus/ Jupiter
The Thunder God

6. Aphrodite/ Venus
Goddess of love

2. Posiedon/ Neptune
God of the sea

7. Apollo
God of music, poetry and art

3. Hades/ Pluto
Lord of the dead

8. Artemis/ Diana
Goddess of the hunt

4. Hera/ Juno
Queen of the Gods

9. Athena/ Minerva
Goddess of wisdom and warfare

5. Demeter/ Ceres
Goddess of the harvest

10. Dionysus/ Bacchus
God of wine

Homework 3: define the words and use them in a
sentence:

Due Date:

1.

Mortal

6. Vengeance

2.

Myth

7. Epic

3.

Nemesis

8. Hubris

4.

Psychological

9. Aetiological

5.

Stereotypical

10. Metamorphosis
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Summative Assessment Exemplar
Before you put me to death, I beg of you: hear my predicament. I am still Loki, son
of Odin, and therefore, I do think I deserve to have my voice heard. It is vital to me
that you understand the reasons behind my actions, and that I thought everything I
did was for the best. If nothing else

Let me start by reminding you that I only fled as a result of Thor’s threats and cruelty. What started out as a light-hearted joke quickly turned into something more. I
feared for my life! Thor’s fury is uncontrollable and terrifying, and I was forced into
leaving my home for my own safety. Could you imagine, having to leave everything
that’s important to you because of your own brother? He left me with no choice,
and I sought refuge with the Dwarves, thinking that they would take care of me. I
was wrong.

Originally there to make amends for my errors, I asked the dwarves to make a headscarf that I intended to present as a gift to Sif, my dear sister-in-law, as a way to
apologise. However, my good intentions have been re-told as making mischief and

trouble, and that simply isn’t the truth. I have been ridiculed, shunned and exiled,
and now I am the one in the wrong? Shocked, I feel that this needs further attention.

Whilst some may argue that I am only remorseful now because I know my punishment will be fatal, I would say that my behaviour to date says the very opposite. I
appreciate that I joke around, and at times, can be thoughtless when it comes to
people’s feelings. However, it is never to upset or offend anyone. I am nothing but

loyal to you, Father. I am nothing but true to you, Father. I am nothing but genuine,
Father. Beyond all else, I want you to remember this when you allow these dwarves
to take a thread to my mouth and leave me to a lifetime of isolation.

There’s nothing more to say at this stage, but all I can ask is for your forgiveness,
your kindness, your mercy. Wondering what will become of me, my life is now in
your hands.
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Summative Assessment Mark Scheme
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Critical Reading 1
The Re-Discovery of a Long Lost City

When talking about influential cities, or poleis, in Ancient Greece, the ones that usually come to mind are Athens
and Sparta. But the regions controlled by those cities may have been just as relevant, too. An example is ancient
Thouria – located on the outskirts of what is now the southern city of Kalamata – often referenced as one of the
most significant cities of western Messenia, a region under Spartan rule for roughly 400 years. Now, recent
archaeological findings might corroborate that this long-lost city was much more important than once thought.

Archaeologist Xeni Arapogianni was leading an excavation in the region in 2007, when the remains of a wall
became visible. What lay underneath was much more than she had anticipated: the entire city of ancient Thouria
had been hiding there all along. Findings so far have included a temple and an asclepion, an ancient healing centre
akin to a hospital, which had not been recorded in any ancient or modern source – a completely new and
unexpected discovery at the time.

More recently, in 2016, the excavation group found the remains of a theatre made of white limestone, estimated
to date to the early Hellenistic period (323 – 31BC). The presence of such a construction in Thouria could indicate
the importance of the city, as theatres were practically a mandatory presence in notable poleis across Ancient
Greece. The excavation also uncovered part of an orchestra pit and well-preserved stone figurines, as well as a
large rectangular stone duct to drain rainwater.

In his 10-book traveller’s account, Description of Greece, Greek geographer Pausanias, who lived in the 2nd
Century AD, noted that the old town of Thouria was built on a hill and then moved to a valley. He also mentioned
the city could be Anthea, a city featured in Homer’s Iliad. Curiously, Strabo, another Greek geographer and
historian from the 1st Century BC, also wrote that Thouria could be a city mentioned in the Iliad – not Anthea, but
Aepeia. In the epic 8th-Century BC poem, both cities were given by Agamemnon as atonements to Achilles.

Arapogianni’s studies of the site continue today. Since 2011, university students from all over the world can
participate in an excavation programme led by the archaeologist, where they can learn more about the
archaeological method and the history of the region and help with pottery cleaning.

http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20200305-the-re-discovery-of-a-long-lost-greek-city

8

Critical Reading 2
Why Greek Mythology is Still Relevant
You may well wonder at the continuing popularity of Greek mythology in the twenty-first century. The term
‘Greek Mythology’ conjures up images of impossibly beautiful gods and goddesses, fire and brimstone,
roaring beasts and larger-than-life heroes.
On the surface, they may seem like impossible flights of fancy written by ancient philosophers. However, we
need to keep in mind that these stories were written by people like Socrates, Homer and Aristotle, whose
brilliant minds have made them immortal in the annals of human history.
The truth is, Greek myths are not only rooted in reality but have helped shape modern thinking in many
important ways. Their mythical nature does not take away from the fact they contain important morals and
teachings that are as relevant now as they were thousands of years ago.
Knowledge of Greek mythology has long-influenced society in subtle ways. It has shaped culture and
tradition, directed political systems and encouraged problem-solving. It would be fair to say that the whole
basic concept of modern thinking can be traced back to Greek stories and the valuable lessons they taught.

Influence of Greek Mythology on English Language and Literature
Many words used in the modern English language like idol, antique, dialogue, economy, spartan, architect,
microscope, telephone, plus many more have been derived from the Greek language. The Greeks were the
first to have a full-fledged alphabet system replete with vowels and consonants.
According to an estimate, more than 150,000 words in the English language are derived from ancient Greek.
We can find allusions to Greek mythological figures in modern-day literature as well.
For example, C.S. Lewis’s ‘Till We Have Faces’ is a retelling of the Greek tale of Cupid (Eros in Greek) and
Psyche. Similarly, Mary Shelley incorporated the theme of Prometheus in her book, ‘Frankenstein’.
Hermione, the well-known character in Harry Potter, owes her name to Greek mythology. Hermione was
the daughter of Helen of Troy and the King of Sparta.
If you notice, several global companies have been named after Greek mythical figures. For example:
 Amazon: Amazons were fierce female warriors who participated in the Trojan War – this is also where the
Amazon River got its title, whose name the global online shopping platform has since borrowed.
 Eos: The goddess of dawn – is today known as a line of cameras produced by Canon.
 Pandora: The first human woman, endowed with unique gifts bestowed upon her by the gods – now a
jewellery manufacturer.
 Olympus: The Greek mountain – now a brand of cameras.
There’s a reason companies like to brand their products and services after characters of Greek mythology.
The public tends to subconsciously associate the features of the brand with those of the original mythical
character. Nike, for example, was the goddess of victory, so it made sense for a sports brand to name
themselves after her.
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Popular Movies Based on Stories from Greek Mythology
Several successful and popular movies have been made based on stories from Greek mythology including the famous Percy Jackson series and others, including Clash of the Titans, Wrath of the Titans, Hercules, Helen of Troy, Ulysses, and many more.
Most of these movies went on to become hits – given the larger-than-life canvas for showcasing
grand emotions including joy, sorrow, sacrifice, love, victory, jealousy, betrayal and loss. The stunning
visuals were enhanced with a gripping original storyline derived from the original Greek stories.

Famous Mythological Tales and the Lessons They Teach Us Even Today
Achilles was all-powerful except in his heel. The story tells us that even a small or seemingly insignificant flaw can prove fatal and stop us from achieving our goals. Similarly, the myth of Hercules reveals
the value of loyalty, strength of character and honour.
Hector, the son of Troy, is forced to fight Achilles and runs for his life, only to return later and fight
the battle to the finish. The tale embodies the importance of overcoming your fears and facing challenges. The legend of Odysseus is about how you can triumph over obstacles and use perseverance
to achieve your goals.
The story of Theseus and the Minotaur teaches us to stop, pause and reflect even when we’re under
stress. After all, Theseus forgets to put up his white sails after his victory over the Minotaur and King
Aegeus falls to his death before learning of his son’s return.

The Stories Highlight Human Values
You can teach good behaviour and moral thinking to children through the tales of Greek mythology.
Dealing with jealousy and emotional blackmail? Read them the story of Hercules and the Goddess
Hera. Struggling to handle sibling rivalry? Read the story of Arachne and Athena.
Greek mythology is as fascinating now as it was thousands of years ago. However, they are much
more than simply a collection of enchanting tales. Most of them can be described as psychological
allegories that deal with the complex, subtle and recurring problems of human existence.
Greek mythology is a reflection of past civilizations and provides us with crucial insights into historical
events, ancient cultures, relationships, human alliances and much more. Since they are creative and
appealing to read, we imbibe those lessons subconsciously while enjoying a thoroughly captivating
reading experience.
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Critical Reading 3
Facts about Ancient Greece
1. It’s believed the first Ancient Greek civilisations were formed nearly 4,000 years ago (approximately
1600 BC) by the mighty Mycenaeans of Crete (a Greek Island). The Ancient Greek Empire spread from
Greece through Europe and, in 800 BC, the Greeks started to split their land into city-states, each with its
own laws, customs and rulers.
2. The Greeks had some strange superstitions about food – some wouldn’t eat beans as they thought they
contained the souls of the dead!

3. The Ancient Greeks had lots of stories to help them learn about their world. The gods featured heavily in
these tales, and so did mythological monsters – like Cerberus, a three-headed dog that guarded the gates
to the underworld; Medusa, a slithery sorceress whose look could turn people to stone; and the Cyclops
who had one eye in the middle of its forehead – yikes! These tales are known as Greek mythology.
4. Events at the Greek’s Olympics included wrestling, boxing, long jump, javelin, discus and chariot racing.
But those taking part in the wrestling event had to be the toughest, as there were hardly any rules – and
they had to compete naked. Eek!
5. Most Ancient Greeks wore a chiton, which was a long T-shirt made from one large piece of cotton. The
poor slaves, however, had to make do with a loincloth (a small strip of cloth wrapped around the waist)!

6. Statues of Greek gods and goddesses were placed inside temples, the most famous of which is the
Parthenon. This temple in Athens was built for the goddess Athena, the protector of the city.
7. A famous legend tells how, in 1180 BC, the cunning Greeks conquered the city of Troy – by hiding inside
a giant wooden horse! The horse was left outside the city’s walls and, thinking it a gift, the people of Troy
wheeled it inside… only for the sneaky Greek soldiers inside to creep out and seize the city!
8. Did you know that the Ancient Greeks invented the theatre? They loved watching plays, and most cities
had a theatre – some big enough to hold 15,000 people! Only men and boys were allowed to be actors,
and they wore masks, which showed the audience whether their character was happy or sad. Some of the
masks had two sides, so the actor could turn them around to change the mood for each scene.
9. The Ancient Greeks held many festivals in honour of their gods. To celebrate the god Zeus, for example,
the first Greek Olympics were held in the city of Olympia in 776 BC and are thought to have inspired our
own Olympic Games! The winners of each event were given a wreath of leaves, and when they returned
home, they would be given free meals and the best seats in the theatre!
10. The city-states were often at war, but just before the Olympics, a truce would be called so that
everyone could travel to Olympia safely.

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/greece/10-facts-about-the-ancient-greeks/
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Wider Reading List

D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths by Ingri and Edgar
Parin d’Aulaire

Percy Jackson series

The Lost Hero by Rick Riordan

Tanglewood Tales by Nathaniel Hawthorne

King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table

Mythos by Stephen Fry

The Young Heroes Series

Film adaptations
Hercules
Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief
The Kid Who Would Be King
Thor
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