
 

 

 

 

GCSE Crime & Deviance Knowledge 

Organiser 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Albert Cohen (1955) (Functionalist) Robert Merton (1938) (Functionalist) 

• This functionalist study explores why 
working-class boys join delinquent 
subcultures and, as a result, are more 
likely to commit crimes.  

• As a functionalist, Cohen thinks that 
everyone learns the same values and 
goals through socialisation, part of 
creating a value consensus. In that way, 
working-class boys have the same life 
goals as middle-class boys. However, 
Cohen notes that working class boys are 
much less likely to achieve at school than 
middle-class children. For Cohen this is 
down to cultural deprivation - working-
class attitudes to school and education - 
rather than a structural issue relating to 
capitalism or material deprivation.  

• Because pupils don't get the status they crave, they instead form delinquent 
subcultures. A subculture is a group with its own norms and values, separate 
from those of mainstream society. For Cohen, it was not that the members 
had not been socialised into mainstream values - they had - but to gain status 
they turned them on their head. So things that would be viewed as bad in 
mainstream society - like vandalism and truancy - are viewed as good within 
the subculture. In some ways this is similar to Paul Willis' study of "the lads" 
(even though he was coming from a Marxist perspective, rather than a 
functionalist one). 

• Cohen's theory is often referred to as status frustration and is used to explain 
why young working-class males are more likely to commit crimes than other 
people, why they do it in groups, and why it includes crimes that does not 
materially benefit them (i.e., why they might commit vandalism or fight). It 
was inspired by Merton's strain theory but developed it further to explain 
crime by groups.  

• Critics suggest that members of delinquent subcultures may have been 
socialised into deviant values, rather than sharing the same values and goals 
as everyone else. Others question why Cohen only focused on boys. Marxist 
critics criticise Cohen for ignoring the causes of social class inequality. 

 
 

• Merton argued that people were 
encouraged to believe in the 
American Dream: that is that, 
through hard work, everyone can 
have a comfortable life with their 
own home and access to consumer 
goods. However, Merton noted 
that, in reality, achieving this was 
much easier for some people than 
others. In other words, there was a 
strain between what people 
wanted in life and the socially-
acceptable way of getting it (hard work, qualifications, etc.) Merton argued that 
people could respond to that strain in 5 different ways:  

1. Conformity. This is where people accept both the social goals (material success) and the 
social means (hard work, qualifications, etc.) and so they work hard and try to be successful 
that way. This does not lead to crime.  
2. Innovation. This is where people accept the social goals (material success) but reject the 
social means (hard work, qualifications, etc.) and so they try and find other ways to get 
material success. While these ways are not necessarily criminal, some innovators will break 
the law as a shortcut to material success. Merton argues that this might be a popular 
option from "lower" class individuals who might struggle to get the best qualifications. 
(Merton does not focus his study on why this might be the case).  
3. Ritualism. This is the idea that some people are not striving for the social goals (material 
success) - perhaps because, like the innovators, they think it is too difficult / out of reach - 
but do embrace the social means (hard work, qualifications, etc.) because they have been 
socialised to conform. Merton suggests that such people may stay in low-status 
occupations but have a strong focus on rules and bureaucracy (what is sometimes 
described as "jobsworths"). 
 4. Retreatism. Merton suggests some people reject both the social goals and the social 
means and drop out of society altogether. Merton suggests that such people could come 
from any social class background, but they are likely to be deviant and commit crimes such 
as illegal drug use.  
5. Rebellion. Finally, there are those who, like the retreatists, reject goals and means but 
set out to replace them with new ones. For Merton these are revolutionaries who want to 
build a new sort of society. Criticisms of strain theory include it doesn't really explain 
deviant or criminal behaviour that doesn't help achieve material success (such as vandalism 
or fighting) and doesn't explain why people often break the law in groups. 



Pat Carlen (1988) (Feminist) Frances Heidensohn (1985, 1996) (Feminist) 

• This feminist study, based on 
interviews with 39 women, looks at 
why some women commit crimes.  

• Most sociologists who have 
considered the issue of gender and 
crime have focused on why women 
commit far fewer crimes than men 
- after all, that is what the crime 
statistics show us. However, some 
women do commit crimes, and 
Carlen looked into that question.  

• She concluded that working class 
women made a class deal and a 
gender deal that generally kept 
them under control. The class deal 
was that they would work hard in 
exchange for pay which they could 
then use to pay for consumer 
goods. The gender deal was that 
they should do domestic labour and give love and companionship to their 
husbands, in exchange for love and financial support. Both these deals keep 
working-class women respectable.  

• It was, Carlen suggested, when these deals broke down that working-class 
women were then more likely to commit crimes, as a rational choice. For 
Carlen both these "deals" were really exploitative. As a feminist she believed 
that women were exploited in families, and she also believed that the 
working class was exploited by employers in the capitalist system (agreeing 
with Marxists). However, there was an illusion of fairness and respectability 
about these deals that, most of the time, kept women under control. 

• In one respect, Carlen agrees with functionalists, such as Durkheim or Hirschi, 
that social control prevents crime, and a lack of control can lead to an 
increase in crime. But Carlen points out how that control is often maintained 
through exploitation.   

 
 
 
 

• Feminist Frances Heidensohn outlined an 
argument for why women are less likely to 
commit crime than men, in her classic book 
from the 1980s. Statistics show that men 
are much more likely to commit crimes 
than women. There have been various 
studies as to why this might be the case. 
Heide nsohn seeks to explain it in terms of 
the way girls and women are controlled by 
men, leaving them with fewer 
opportunities to commit crime. This is 
known as control theory.  

• According to Heidensohn, girls are 
controlled by fathers and male siblings. 
They have to be home earlier than their 
brothers, and have less time when they are 
unsupervised. While boys were out playing 
together out of the home, girls had a 
"bedroom culture" in the home. She also 
said that there was more informal control 
of girls than boys in society more generally. (To be "respectable" girls had less 
freedom than boys).  

• Heidensohn argued that this control, both by family members and social 
expectations, continues for women in adulthood. They go from being controlled by 
fathers to being controlled by husbands. While working men would socialise with 
their fellow workers at pubs or sport, working women would return home to carry 
out homework and childcare. As such, Heidensohn suggests that it is patriarchy - 
the male-dominated society - which accounts for women committing fewer crimes 
than men.  

• Some suggest that this is an outdated picture. Are girls and women still more 
controlled than boys and men? Freda Adler suggests that women today have much 
more freedom (and suggests that is why female crime is now increasing.)  

• Functionalists would suggest that men and women perform different gender roles 
in the family in order for society to function properly, rather than society being 
patriarchal, and male dominated. 



Howard Becker (1997) (Interactionist)  

 

• Becker's classic study in which he introduced his labelling theory and the 
famous quotation: "deviant behaviour is behaviour people so label".  

• Howard Becker was an interactionist. He was interested in the idea of 
deviance, not so much as a social problem that needed to be solved, but as 
an idea: how people chose to see other people and how they chose to see 
themselves. He was interested in interactions between individuals and small 
groups and the impact of such interactions.  

• The heart of labelling theory is actually quite a simple idea: what makes 
something deviant is the fact that other people say it is deviant. As such, the 
interesting thing (for Becker) was not the deviant act itself but the reaction to 
it. An example to explain this could be the ultimate deviant or illegal act: 
killing someone. Initially, we might think that killing someone would always 
be deemed deviant, but actually it depends on the context: for soldiers in a 
war, for example, killing someone is part of their job: it is normal. So it is not 
the act itself which is deviant - what matters is where it is happening, who is 
doing it, who is observing it, how agents of social control (e.g. the police) 
respond to it, etc. This could be true of almost any deviant act we can think 
of. Some anti-social behaviour might be seen as "high jinx" when carried out 
by white, middle-class students and as deviant and unacceptable behaviour 
when carried out by other youths.  

• It is the agents of social control who have the ability to make a label stick, 
and do their labelling in public. Once someone has been labelled as a deviant, 
there are a number of possible consequences. The first is that it could 
become their master status - the way they see themselves - and this can lead 
to a self-fulfilling prophecy where people end up living up to their label, 
starting a deviant career and ending up part of a deviant subculture. It also 
has the effect that people might want to socialise with that person, or offer 
them work, and this too can effect the likelihood of them following a deviant 
career.  

• Because Becker is an interactionist, rather than a Marxist, he does not 
develop the idea that this process might be designed deliberately to control 
and police the working class (although others, like Stuart Hall, have 
considered these ideas). Others question whether Becker's concept is useful 
in the real fight against crime. Deviant behaviour may just be the behaviour 
that people so label, but for the victims of crime, crime is a very real problem 
that requires solutions. 

 



KEY TERMS  

CRIME 
 

Actions that break the criminal law e.g., burglary, murder, identity theft etc. 

DEVIANCE 
 

Actions that do not conform to society’s norms. Deviant behaviour is socially defined and 
varies between cultures and over time. 

SOCIAL ORDER 

 

The way in which various components of society work together to keep society as it is. 

TWO 
PERSPECTIVES ON 

SOCIAL ORDER 
 

Consensus perspectives such as functionalism argue that social order is maintained 
because most people agree with society’s norms and rules. 

 

Conflict approaches such as Marxism argue that social order is maintained because one 
group (e.g. the bourgeoisie) have the power to influence the laws and maintain order 
through social control. 

FORMAL SOCIAL 
CONTROL  

The ways that the state controls people’s behaviour based on laws and written rules.   

INFORMAL SOCIAL 
CONTROL 

 

The way that people’s behaviour is controlled based on unwritten rules and sanctions 
such as pubic approval or disapproval.  It is enforced via peer and social pressure. 

AGENCIES OF 
SOCIAL CONTROL  

Groups that help the state to control people’s behaviour.  These include families, 
schools, the police, courts, prison service, probation service etc. 

ANOMIE 

 

When a society’s norms and values disintegrate or disappear.   

LABELLING 
THEORY  

The theory that people often behave in ways that reflect how others have labelled 
them. 

SUBCULTURE 

 

A group that has norms and values that are different to mainstream society and that 
often cause or influence illegal/deviant behaviour e.g. gangs. 

WHITE COLLAR 
CRIME  

Non-violent, financial crimes such as tax evasion, fraud, bribery etc. They are usually 
committed by businesses/governments and are underreported. 

FOLK DEVIL 
 

 

A media created villain or enemy of society. 

MORAL PANIC 

 

An over exaggerated public response to some social issue that relates to right and wrong. 

PUBLIC DEBATES OVER CRIMINAL AND DEVIANT BEHAVIOUR 

MEDIA COVERAGE 
 

The media decide what is ‘newsworthy.’ They ten to exaggerate certain types of crime 
(e.g. violent street crime), which is known as media amplification.  They also play a role in 
agenda setting by focusing on certain issues and views and therefore influence the 
public’s view on social problems which in turn causes politicians to take action. 

VIOLENT CRIME 

 

Violent crime (e.g. knife crime) gets a high profile in the media and therefore the public 
become concerned about it and politicians feel that they have to do something about it. 

SENTENCING 

 

Some people believe that prison sentences are too soft and that many prisoners get 
released too early. There is also the question of whether some crimes deserve a prison 
sentence at all. 

TREATMENT OF 
YOUNG 

OFFENDERS  

There has been large a rise in violence, sexual abuse, suicide and self harm in youth 
prisons (e.g. Feltham) and some people want them to be closed down. 

FOLK DEVILS AND 
MORAL PANIC 

 

The interactionist Cohen argues that the media often portray an oversimplified version of 
events that creates a folk devil (e.g. drill music).  These oversimplified versions of events 
can lead to a moral panic. 

 
 
 
 

CRIME AND DEVIANCE –PERSPECTIVES ON CRIME AND DEVIANCE 

FUNCTIONALIST 
PERSPECTIVE 

 

1. A limited amount of crime is necessary for society to improve.  All social change begins 
with some sort of deviance 



 

2. Crime has some positive functions, such as emphasising the boundaries of acceptable 
behaviour and binding communities together (e.g. when they condemn a horrific crime) 

 

3. Too much crime is bad for society and can lead to its collapse. 

MERTON’S STRAIN 
THEORY 

 

The functionalist Merton argues that crime occurs when people can’t achieve the goals 
that they have been socialised to strive for (e.g. wealth) through socially acceptable 
means. This leads to anomie and high rates of crime. 

INTERACTIONIST 
PERSPECTIVE 

 

Interactionists argue that crime and deviance are socially constructed and that people in 
power label certain people as deviant and they then are more likely to commit crime. 

BECKER’S 
LABELLING 

THEORY 

 
The interactionist Becker argues that what makes something deviant is not the act itself 
but how people label it. For example, killing someone is usually deviant but not during a 
war.  Through informal social control labels stick and become part of someone’s master 
status (the way they see themselves), leading to a deviant career and perhaps to 
someone becoming part of a deviant subculture. 

MARXIST 
PERSPECTIVE 

 

Marxists argue that capitalism itself causes crime.  It encourages people to want and 
value material possessions but exploits the working class so that they can’t afford them. It 
is inevitable that the working class will commit crime to try and get material possessions 
or express their frustration with the system.   

 

Agencies of social control act in the interests of the bourgeoisie and target certain types 
of crime that are more likely to be committed by the working class (e.g. knife crime rather 
than white collar crime). 

FEMINIST 
PERSPECTIVE  

The feminist perspective examines the way that women are treated by society.  Many 
crimes against women such as rape or domestic violence are under reported and have a 
low conviction rate.   

 

When women commit certain crimes (e.g. crimes against children) the double deviance 
thesis suggests that they will receive a harsher punishment because they have broken 
gender norms as well as the law. 

HEIDENSOHN ON 
FEMALE 

CONFORMITY 

 The feminist Heidensohn uses control theory to explain why women have lower rates of 
recorded crimes than men.  She argues that women are controlled by men, leaving them 
with fewer opportunities to commit crime. For example, girls are controlled by their 
fathers and have to be home earlier than boys, women are often controlled by male 
managers or supervisors and many women do not go out at night because they are 
afraid of male violence. 

   

FACTORS AFFECTING CRIMINAL AND DEVIANT BEHAVIOUR 

SOCIAL CLASS 

 

Official crime statistics indicate that working class people are more likely to commit 
crime than other classes and they are over represented in prisons. 

GENDER 
 

Official crime statistics indicate that females are less likely to offend than males. 

ETHNICITY 

 

Crime statistics shows that members of some ethnic groups are more likely to offend 
than others. 

AGE 
 

Crime statistics indicate that criminal activity is more commonly found in particular age 
groups (e.g. adolescents/young adults). 

ALBERT COHEN ON 
DELINQUENT 

SUBCULTURES  

Cohen argues that working class boys often underachieve in school due to the middle 
class norms and values and so become part of a subculture (e.g. a gang) where they can 
achieve status in other ways.  In these subcultures they learn to be delinquent and 
commit crime. 



CARLEN ON 
WOMEN, CRIME 
AND POVERTY 

 

Carlen interviewed 39 women to investigate why women commit crime. She suggests that 
working class women often don’t commit crime because they have made a ‘class deal’ 
and a ‘gender deal’ with society. The class deal is that they will be able to buy goods if 
they work hard. The gender deal is that they should do domestic labour in return for love 
and financial support from a male partner.  Carlen argues that both of these deals are 
actually exploitative but give women the illusion of fairness.  However, if working class 
women believe that these deals have been broken they are more likely to commit 
crime. 

DATA ON CRIME 

POLICE RECORDED 
CRIME 

 

Police recorded crime statistics do not always provide an accurate picture of actual 
crimes committed because some victims do not report crimes and the police do not 
record all crimes (e.g. if they see a crime as not important). 

VICTIM SURVEYS 

 

Victim surveys ask people about their experiences of crime (e.g. CSEW: Crime Survey for 
England and Wales).  These provide data about crimes that are not recorded by the police 
but do not cover all crimes (e.g. murder). 

SELF-REPORT 
STUDIES 

 

Self report studies ask people about the crimes they have committed (e.g. OCJS: 
Offending, Crime and Justice Survey).  These provide information on some crimes that are 
not recorded by the police (e.g. vandalism) but are unlikely to reveal much about more 
serious crimes as people are unlikely to self-report them. 

PATTERNS AND 
TRENDS 

 

The CSEW shows that UK crime has been falling steadily for the last 20 years. However, 
there has been an increase in online crimes and there is a growth in serious violence, 
particularly in urban areas like London and Manchester. 

THE ‘DARK FIGURE’ 
OF CRIME 

 

The dark figure of crime includes all of the crimes that are not recorded. This could be 
for a number of reasons (e.g. fear of reprisal, crime committed by family member, the 
victim is not aware that the act was a crime). 

LABELLING 
THEORY 

 

Behaviour becomes deviant when people such as police officers define it as deviant. 

FEMINIST 
PERSPECTIVE  

Many crime statistics, particularly police recorded crimes, under represent crimes against 
women such as domestic violence. 

MARXIST 
PERSPECTIVE 

 

Many crime statistics, particularly police recorded crimes, under represent white collar 
crimes such as tax evasion. 

 

12 marker questions will make up 48% of your overall grade. See the examples in the next 

few pages of how examiners view each of the responses and remember the key points 

directly below. 

You must have a conclusion which explicitly states how far sociologists agree / disagree 

with the statement & why. 

Mini essay. Allow a minimum of 12 minutes to answer this question, ideally 15 minutes.  
Clarify any key terms and decide on at least two main points that create an argument 

within your answer.  
 

At least two main paragraphs (one on each perspective, or one for and one against the 
view stated in the question). Each paragraph should use PEEL structure to give arguments 

for / against each side. Backed up with sociological theory / evidence / studies.  Those 
aiming to stretch themselves should work on the PEELE structure where there is also a 
direct evaluation point at the end of the paragraph (either in support of the point or a 

criticism of it). 
 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Term 1 Homework 1          Date 

…………………………………. 

 

 

 

Question 1- 1 Define what is meant by informed consent. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 2- Identify and explain one ethical limitation faced when conducting covert participant observations 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 3- Describe one practical issue sociologists might face when using postal questionnaires. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



Question 4- Define what is meant by confidentiality. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 5- Identify and explain one way sociologists can protect a participant’s identity when conducting research. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 6- Identify and explain one way unstructured interviews can be costly for sociologists to use. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 7- Describe one practical advantage of using questionnaires with the researcher present. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 8- Identify and explain one way that sociologists can ensure that their research is ethical. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 9- Describe one way that sociologists can ensure that participants are not harmed. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



Question 10- Identify one research method that could be harmful to participants and explain why. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 11- Describe one practical consideration that researchers must consider before conducting research. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 12 - Describe one ethical issue sociologists may face when conducting research with children. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 13- Describe one practical issue sociologists might face when using participant observations. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 14- Describe one way that sociologists can receive funding for their research. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 



Term 1 - Homework 2          Date 

…………………………………. 

 

 

Question 1- Define what is meant by secondary data. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 2- Identify and describe one example of how governments collect official statistics 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 3- Describe one way that secondary sources can be used to collect information on attitudes to domestic 

labour fifty years ago. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



Question 4- Identify and explain one limitation of using official statistics to research criminal behaviour.. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 5- Identify and describe one method used to collect quantitative data 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 6- Define what is meant by quantitative data. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 7- Describe one way sociologists can research personal opinions on historical events.. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 8- Identify and explain one limitation of using primary data in sociological research. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 9- Describe one way official statistics can be used to measure poverty in the UK 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 10- Identify and explain one reason why a sociologist might choose to use qualitative data in their research 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 11- Define what is meant by values in sociological research. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 12 - Identify and explain one limitation of using personal documents in sociological research. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 13- Identify and describe one example of secondary sources that are used to investigate parental choice of 

schools. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 14- Describe one-way sociologists could collect primary data on people’s experience of crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 

Term 1 - Homework 3          Date 

…………………………………. 

 

Question 1- Define what is meant by the Hawthorne effect. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 2- Identify and describe one limitation of using participant observations 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 3- Describe one reasons sociologists might select unstructured interviews for hard to reach groups. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 



 

Question 4- Define what is meant by the term closed question 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 5- Define what is meant by the term closed question 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 6- Describe one limitation of using postal questionnaires. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 7- Define what is meant by the term operationalise. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 8- Identify and explain one way sociologists might collect quantitative data.. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 9- Identify and explain one strength of using non-participant observations. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 10- Define what is meant by triangulation 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 11- Describe one strength of using a mixed methods approach to study social issues. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 12 - Identify one research method that might be used by functionalists and explain why they may use it. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 13- Identify and explain one way unstructured interviews can help with investigating socially sensitive 
issues.  

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 14- Describe one limitation of using covert participant observations. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



Term 2 - Homework 1          Date 

…………………………………. 

 

 

Question 1- Define what is meant by a self-report study 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 2- Identify and explain one limitation of using official crime statistics 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 3- Describe one reason why crimes may be reported but not recorded. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



Question 4- Identify and explain one reason why crimes against minority ethnic groups might not be reported. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 5- Define what is meant by a victim survey 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 6- Identify and explain one criticism Marxists might make of crime statistics. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 7-Identify and explain one limitation of using self-report studies to measure crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 8- Identify and explain, using an example, one reason why men may not report being a victim of crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 9- Describe one way in which sociologists might investigate the ‘dark figure of crime’. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



Question 10- Applying material from Item A, identify and explain one reason for increase in fraud. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 11- Identify and explain one reason why functionalists might use official statistics to measure crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 12 - Describe one reason for the trends shown in the table. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 13- Identify and explain, using an example, one reason crimes may be under-reported 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 14- Describe one-way sociologists could get a more accurate figure of crimes committed 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 



Term 2 - Homework 2          Date 

…………………………………. 

 

Question 1- Define what is meant by corporate crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 2- Identify and describe one way in which the working-class is over-represented in crime statistics. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 3- Describe one reason working-class people are more likely to commit crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 4- Define what is meant by relative deprivation. 



……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 5- Identify and describe one-way young people are stereotyped in the media. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 6- Describe one way in which the media distorts the level of crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 7- Identify and explain, using an example, one reason why people commit white-collar crime 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 8- Identify and explain one reason why older people are less likely to commit crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 9- Identify and explain one interactionist explanation for youth crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



Question 10- Identify and explain one interactionist explanation for youth crime. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 11- Define what is meant by the term ‘dark figure of crime’ 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 12 - Describe one criticism of functionalist views of working-class criminality. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 13- Identify and explain one reason for the increased amount of crime by young people. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 14- Describe the process that leads to young people joining subcultures according to Cohen. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 



Term 2 - Homework 3          Date 

…………………………………. 

 

Question 1- Define what is meant by the term ‘institutional racism’. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 2- Identify and describe, using an example, one way in which minority ethnic groups are represented by 

the media. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 3- Describe one functionalist explanation for ethnic differences in offending. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 



Question 4- Define what is meant by the term ‘scapegoat’.. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 5- Describe one way in which women’s criminality is controlled by men 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 6- Identify and explain one Marxist explanation for differences in minority ethnic offending. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 7- Describe one reason for changes in female offending over the past 50 years. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 8- Identify and explain one reason for under-representation of females in crime statistics. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 9- Describe how moral panics can lead to increased criminality. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



Question 10- Define what is meant by ‘folk devils. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 11- Describe one reason that women are less likely to offend according to Carlen. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 12 - Identify the research method used by Carlen and explain one disadvantage of using that method. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 13- Define what is meant by ‘gender deal’. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Question 14- Describe one reason for the overrepresentation of minority ethnic groups in crime statistics. 

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 


