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The Duston School – Secondary Phase
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-25

	Date this summary was published
	June 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	June 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Miss Hope

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr Beal

	Name of local music hub 
	NMPAT



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, extra-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	The Duston School Music & Performing Arts Faculty
· Is committed to offering a broad and engaging curriculum that will encourage every pupil to develop their own characters as well as practical and social skills through performing together
· Wants to make studying Music enjoyable to enable pupils to embark on a lifelong love of the arts
· Will nurture every individual’s own skills and talents in an environment built on inclusion and mutual respect
· Aims to provide pupils with as many opportunities as possible to experience the arts, through lessons, extra-curricular groups and visits

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. Our aim is to provide a high-quality music education to all pupils, which engages and inspires a love of music and develops self-confidence, creativity and a sense of achievement. Our curriculum is built around the three main principles of performing, composing and listening, which carries through from Key Stage 3 all the way to A Level.
Our curriculum will encourage pupils to perform, listen to and evaluate music from across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions. Pupils will learn to read and understand musical notation and explore how music is created through the elements of music. Pupils will learn to perform on a range of instruments and voice and create their own music using music producing software.
Pupils at The Duston School study Music once a week in Key Stage 3 and are able to select GCSE Music as an option at Key Stage 4. Pupils studying an instrument have opportunities throughout the year to undertake graded practical exams through their teachers.
The Duston School works closely with Northamptonshire Music & Performing Arts Trust (NMPAT) as our local music hub, who provide us with seven visiting instrumental teachers. These teachers offer private tuition on a wide variety of instruments and voice, which are organised through the school. For further information, please see the Instrumental Lessons section of our website.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	The Duston School offers a strong extra-curricular programme before and after school. They are open to all year groups at no cost and pupils can join at any point, simply by showing up. Our current offering includes Choir, Orchestra and Music Technology Club. We also aim to put on an annual staged whole school production, with previous shows including Matilda, Annie, Oliver, Hairspray and High School Musical. In 2024-25 we will also be collaborating with the primary school for them to take part in Young Voices 2025.
The school’s musical ensembles perform at several events throughout the year including:
· Christmas Fair & Market
· Year 7 Grandparents Christmas Event
· Christmas Concert
· Christmas Carols for Affinity Day Care
· Whole school production
· Awards Evening
· Summer Showcase
· House assemblies
*************************************************************
The Duston School works closely with Northamptonshire Music & Performing Arts Trust (NMPAT) as our local music hub, who provide us with seven visiting instrumental teachers. These teachers offer private tuition on a wide variety of instruments and voice, which are organised through the school. Individual lessons last for 20 minutes while group lessons are often for 2 pupils for 20 minutes but could also be 3 pupils for 30 minutes and essentially give each pupil 10 minutes of tuition. Children are able to take their instrument home so that they can practise and the children work towards graded music exams. We have a suite of practice rooms where NMPAT music tuition takes place. Tuition is available on the following instruments:
· Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass
· Trumpet, Trombone, Cornet, Tenor Horn, French Horn, Tuba, Euphonium
· Flute, Recorder, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone
· Guitar (electric / acoustic / bass)
· Drum Kit / Percussion
· Piano / Keyboard
· Voice
The cost of these lessons are:
	
	Individual
	Group

	30 September 
	£185
	£95

	31 January 
	£185
	£95

	30 April
	£180
	£85

	Total
	£550
	£275



Students who receive Pupil Premium funding, can request to use their PP allocation to subsidise the cost of lessons.
Outside of school, NMPAT is the music hub for the entire county, with numerous groups/ensembles that rehearse on a weekly basis. Over 20 of our pupils have auditioned and been accepted into county groups. NMPAT also run the Duston Music Centre on Saturday mornings at Millway Primary School, where a number of our students attend.
For further information, please see the Instrumental Lessons section of our website.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	The school’s musical ensembles perform at several events throughout the year including:
· Christmas Fair & Market
· Year 7 Grandparents Christmas Event
· Christmas Concert
· Christmas Carols for Affinity Day Care
· Whole school production
· Awards Evening
· Summer Showcase
· House assemblies
These events are advertised by the department via letter and social media/website. Some events have a small entry charge to enable the department to invest in new musical pieces for our groups to use.
This academic year, we are aiming to start planning whole school community theatre trips at venues like the Royal & Derngate, where pupils and their families can experience local cultural events at a discounted rate.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	The Music department is continually reviewing the offering for our pupils and any improvements that can be made. This academic year we have forged links with some of our local community organisations and we hope to continue these relationships into the future. We’re also looking forward to collaborating more closely with our primary school, especially our inaugural participation in Young Voices next January.


Further information
	Our local music hub, NMPAT, have a wealth of activities and information on their website – www.nmpat.co.uk 
Please contact the Music department for any further information or help.
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