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Big QuesƟons  
Our revision of the two literature texts will follow the structure below:  

1  BQ:  What are the key messages of ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’?  

2  BQ : How might readers feel about the characters in the novel?  

3  BQ:  How can I analyse Stevenson’s language? 

4  BQ : What does a good response look like?   

5  BQ : What are the key themes in the novella?  

7  BQ : What are the key messages of ‘Macbeth’?  

8  BQ : How can I analyse Macbeth’s language?  

9  BQ: How might readers feel about the characters in the play  

10  BQ : What does a good response look like?  

11  BQ : What are the key themes in the play?    
  

  

  



  
 3  

AQA GCSE English Literature Assessment objecƟves:  
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AQA GCSE English Literature Mark Scheme:  
  

Level Mark  AO  Typical Features   

 L6   
Convincing,  
criƟcal 
analysis and 
exploraƟon   
26 – 30   

AO1  • CriƟcal, exploratory, conceptualised response to task & whole text  • 
Judicious use of precise reference to support interpretaƟons   

AO2  • Analysis of writer’s methods with subject terminology used 
judiciously   

• ExploraƟon of effects of writer’s methods on reader  

AO3  • ExploraƟon of ideas, perspecƟves and contextual factors shown by 
specific, detailed links between context/text/task  

    L5  
Thoughƞul, 
developed 
consideraƟo 
n 21-25   

AO1  • Thoughƞul, developed response to task and whole text  
• Apt references integrated into interpretaƟons   

AO2  • ExaminaƟon of writer’s methods with subject terminology used 
effecƟvely to support consideraƟon of methods  

• ExaminaƟon of effects of writer’s methods on reader  

AO3  • Thoughƞul consideraƟon of ideas, perspecƟves, contextual factors 
shown by examinaƟon of detailed links between context/text/task   

L4  
Clear  
Understandi 
ng 16-20    

AO1  • Clear, explained response to task and whole text  
• EffecƟve use of references to support explanaƟon   

AO2  • Clear explanaƟon of writer’s methods with appropriate use of 
relevant subject terminology   

• Understanding of effects of writer’s methods on reader  

AO3  • Clear understanding of ideas, perspecƟves, contextual factors shown by 
specific links between context/text/task  

L3  
Explained, 
structured 
comments  
11-15  

AO1  • Some explained response to the task and whole text  
• References used to support a range of relevant comments   

AO2  • Explained, relevant comments on writer’s methods with some 
relevant use of subject terminology  

• IdenƟficaƟon of effects of writer’s methods on reader  

AO3  • Some understanding of implicit ideas, perspecƟves, contextual factors 
shown by links between context/text/task   

L2  
Supported, 
relevant  
comments  
6-10  

AO1  • Supported response to task and text  
• Comments on references  

AO2  • IdenƟficaƟon of writer’s methods  
• Some reference to subject terminology  

AO3  • Some awareness of implicit ideas/contextual factors   

L1 
Simple, 
explicit  
comments   
1-5  

AO1  • Simple comments relevant to task and text  
• Reference to relevant details   

AO2  • Awareness of writer making deliberate choices  
• Possible reference to subject terminology  

AO3  • Simple comment on explicit ideas/contextual factors   
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Key Terminology  

Allegory   
  

A story that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or 
poliƟcal one.  

AmbiƟon   A strong desire to do or achieve something  

DevoluƟon  The idea that humans could ‘devolve’ or ‘regress’ – in other words, go backwards 
rather than evolve or improve.  

Duality  The concept of something being two-sided or double  

Duplicity  Deceiƞulness/ being two faced e.g. The duplicitous nature of Lady Macbeth is one 
of the things that makes her so dangerous.  

Epistolary  A novel formed from documents such as leƩers or diary entries. OŌen used in 
gothic novels to lend a sense of authenƟcity to the story (despite it sƟll being 
ficƟon)  

Gothic  A literary genre with convenƟons such as: mystery, terror, horror, the 
supernatural. Gothic ficƟon was oŌen set in the past or abroad, which made 
Stevenson’s novel more shocking when it was set in contemporary London.  

HamarƟa  The fatal (deadly) flaw of the protagonist in a tragedy  

Horror  Fear created by seeing something graphic, perhaps violent or gruesome. Terror 
and horror are oŌen used in gothic ficƟon.  

Kingship  The state of being a king; a quesƟon on kingship might want you to compare what 
Macbeth, Macduff and Duncan are like as kings.  

PatheƟc fallacy  A literary technique used when writers reflect a character’s mood through the 
seƫng, such as in the weather or in the descripƟon of a building.  

Prophecy  A predicƟon that is made about the future  

Regicide   The killing of a King.  

ReputaƟon  The general opinion held by society of an individual’s quality or personal 
character.  

Supernatural  Things that are viewed as unnatural, such as ghosts and witches.  

Terror  Fear created by mystery and suspense. Terror is the anƟcipaƟon of horror; for 
example, you might feel terror if you hear a mystery noise or are waiƟng for 
something awful to happen.   

Tragedy  A play dealing with tragic events and having an unhappy ending, especially one 
concerning the downfall of the main character.  

Turning point  A criƟcal moment for the protagonist in a work of ficƟon. For example, in a 
tragedy it is the moment when the tragic hero makes a decision that triggers his 
downfall.  

Tyranny   
  

A cruel or unjust use of power.  
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AddiƟonal Terminology   
  Term  DefiniƟon  

1  
    

2  
    

3  
    

4  
    

5  
    

6  
    

7  
    

8  
    

9  
    

10  
    

11  
    

12  
    

13  
    

14  
    

15  
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Key InformaƟon – Macbeth 

 

Key Scenes 

Act 1, Scene 2 
M

acbeth fights heroically in battle alongside Banquo; D
uncan decrees that he w

ill be rew
arded w

ith the title of Thane of Caw
dor. 

Act 1, Scene 3 
Three w

itches prophecise that M
acbeth that M

acbeth w
ill becom

e king; they prophecise that Banquo’s sons w
ill becom

e kings. 

Act 1, Scene 7 
M

acbeth has doubts about killing Duncan; Lady M
acbeth’s intervention convinces him

 to go ahead and do the deed. 

Act 2, Scene 1 
Just before killing D

uncan, M
acbeth hallucinates and sees a floating dagger that is dripping w

ith blood. 

Act 2, Scene 2 
M

acbeth returns after killing D
uncan; he believes that his hands w

ill never been clean and that he w
ill never sleep again. 

Act 2, Scene 3 
M

acduff discovers D
ucan’s dead body; M

alcolm
 and D

onalbain decide to leave Scotland. 

Act 3, Scene 4 
M

acbeth hallucinates and sees Banquo’s ghost in his em
pty seat; Lady M

acbeth takes control; M
acbeth decides to see the w

itches again.  

Act 4, Scene 1 
M

acbeth sees the w
itches; they tell him

 to bew
are of M

acduff. 

Act 5, Scene 3 
M

acbeth is isolated at Dunsinane Castle; Lady M
acbeth is going m

ad. 

Act 5, Scene 5 
M

acbeth is told that Lady M
acbeth is dead; he is told that Birnam

 W
ood appears to be m

oving tow
ards Dunsinane. 

Key Characters 
Key Them

es 
H

istorical Context 

M
acbeth 

 
Thane of G

lam
is; m

ade Thane of Caw
dor  

 
Kills D

uncan 
 

Killed by M
acduff 

Am
bition 

 
Leads M

acbeth to kill D
uncan 

 
Eventually destroys M

acbeth 
 

Also leads to Lady M
acbeth’s suicide. 

M
acbeth w

as m
ost likely 

w
ritten in 1606, early in the 

reign of Jam
es I, w

ho becam
e 

king in 1603.  He succeeded 
Elizabeth I.  Jam

es I w
as 

Scottish. 
 

The play w
as first perform

ed 
not long after the G

unpow
der 

Plot.  Shakespeare show
s how

 
the m

urder of a king leads to 
guilt, m

adness and eventual 
destruction. 
 It w

as com
m

only believed at 
the tim

e that kings w
ere 

appointed by ‘divine right’ and 
w

ere anointed by G
od. 

Lady M
acbeth 

 
W

ife of M
acbeth 

 
Am

bitious and ruthless 
 

G
oes m

ad and kills herself 
G

uilt 
 

W
ife of M

acbeth 
 

Am
bitious and ruthless 

 
G

oes m
ad and kills herself. 

Banquo 
 

M
acbeth’s friend and brother-in-arm

s 
 

Father to Fleance 
 

Killed at the behest of M
acbeth 

Violence 
 

M
acbeth is a ruthless w

arrior 
 

He feels a deep sense of guilt after killing D
uncan 

 
M

acbeth hires m
urders. 

M
acduff 

 
Thane of Fife 

 
Loyal to King D

uncan 
 

Kills M
acbeth. 

Kingship 
 

Duncan is a good king 
 

M
acbeth is a tyrant 

 
M

alcolm
 is eventually restored to the throne. 

W
itches 

 
Prophecise that M

acbeth w
ill be king  

 
Prophecise that Banquo’s sons w

ill be kings 
 

Tell M
acbeth to bew

are of M
acduff 

Appearances 
 

Contrast betw
een appearance and reality 

 
M

acbeth hallucinates tw
ice 

 
M

acbeth and Lady M
acbeth are unable to sleep. 
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Key InformaƟon – Jekyll and Hyde 
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Homework Tasks  
Knowledge is power, so the more you know, the more secure you will be in your learning.   

  Year 11 AddiƟonal English: Literature Revision  

Task 1:   

  

  

WEEK 2  
  

Due date:  Read and complete Homework Task 1   
• Complete the quotaƟon exercises for ‘Macbeth’ and ‘The 

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ on p.10.  
• Write 5 more quotaƟons for each of your own.  

Task 2:   

  

  

WEEK 4  
  

Due date:   Read and complete Homework Task 2  

• Complete a character/plot map in the style of the example on  
p.12 for both ‘Macbeth’ and ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde’  

  
  

There are addiƟonal homework tasks, as well as some revision videos on the final page of the 
Knowledge Organiser you can look at.  
  
A reminder you should be reading for 20 minutes every day.   
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Homework Task 1  
  
Complete the quotaƟons and add 5 of your own for each text: Macbeth:  

• “Fair is ______ and foul is _______” (Act 1, The Witches)  

• “Stars hide your fires! Let not light see my black and deep _________” (Act 1, Macbeth)   

• “________ me here and fill me from the crown to the toe top full of direst ___________” (Act 1, Lady 

Macbeth)  

• “O’ full of ____________ is my mind dear wife” (Act 3, Macbeth)   

• “Is this a ____________ which I see before me, the handle toward my hand?” (Act 2, Macbeth)   

  

1. _________________________________________________________________________  

2. _________________________________________________________________________  

3. _________________________________________________________________________  

4. _________________________________________________________________________  

5. _________________________________________________________________________  

  
  
Jekyll and Hyde:  

• “The large, _____________ face of Dr Jekyll grew pale to the lips and there came a blackness about 

his eyes”  

• “______like fury”  

• “If he be Mr Hyde, then I be Mr ___________”  

• “something __________ something detestable”  

• “an _______ man paying through the nose for the capers of his youth”  

  
1. _________________________________________________________________________  

2. _________________________________________________________________________  

3. _________________________________________________________________________  

4. _________________________________________________________________________  

5. _________________________________________________________________________  

  
  
 
  
Extra AcƟvity: Write some WHAT sentences about the following characters:  
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1. Mr Hyde represents  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Dr Jekyll appears at first to be the ideal Victorian gentleman because  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

3. The reader idenƟfies with UƩerson in the text because  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Banquo represents  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Macbeth is the tragic hero of the play because  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Lady Macbeth is not a typical representaƟon of women during Shakespeare’s Ɵme 

because__________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  
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Homework Task 2 
Produce a character/ plot map of ‘Macbeth’ and ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde’ on pages 14 and 15.  
 
See an example for ‘An Inspector Calls’ on the following page to help you.  
 
A template has been provided for you to use if you wish, or use the blank pages 
that follow the template on pages 15-16. 
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Example QuesƟons for Revision  
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Read the following extract from Act 3, Scene 4 and answer the quesƟon that follows.  
  
At this point in the play, Macbeth has recently been crowned King and is holding a banquet to celebrate. He 
has recently ordered the murder of his friend, Banquo, and Banquo’s son, Fleance.  
  

  
 LENNOX    

May ’t please your highness sit.    
 Enter the   GHOST OF BANQUO, and sits in MACBETH’s place  

MACBETH    
 Here had we now our country’s honor roofed,  

Were the graced person of our Banquo present,  
 Who may I rather challenge for unkindness Than 

pity for mischance.  
  
ROSS           
                                             His absence, sir,  

Lays blame upon his promise. Please ’t your highness  
To grace us with your royal company? MACBETH T  
 he table’s full. LENNOX   
  

Here is a place reserved, sir.  
 MACBETH   Where?  
 LENNOX    

Here, my good lord. What is ’t that moves your highness?  
 MACBETH   

Which of you have done this?  
  
LORDS          
                                        What, my good lord?  

MACBETH    
 (to GHOST) Thou canst not say I did it. Never shake Thy 

gory locks at me.  
    
  

StarƟng with this extract, explain how the theme of guilt is presented in the play,  

Write about  

o How Shakespeare presents guilt in this scene o How 
Shakespeare presents guilt elsewhere in the play    

[30 marks]  
AO4 [4 marks]  



  
 20  

    
Essay Planning sheet  
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Example Essay response 

Jekyll and Hyde 

Starting with this moment in the novel, explore how Stevenson presents the relationship between Lanyon 
and Hyde in The Strange Case of Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 

Write about: 

 how Stevenson presents the interaction between Lanyon and Hyde in the extract 

 how Stevenson presents the relationship between Lanyon and Jekyll/Hyde in the novel as a whole. 

At this point in the novel, Dr Jekyll, transformed into Mr Hyde, reveals his experiment. 

He sprang to it, and then paused, and laid his hand upon his heart: I could hear his teeth grate with the convulsive 
action of his jaws; and his face was so ghastly to see that I grew alarmed both for his life and reason. 

"Compose yourself," said I. 

He turned a dreadful smile to me, and as if with the decision of despair, plucked away the sheet. At sight of the 
contents, he uttered one loud sob of such immense relief that I sat petrified. And the next moment, in a voice that 
was already fairly well under control, "Have you a graduated glass?" he asked. 

I rose from my place with something of an effort and gave him what he asked. 

He thanked me with a smiling nod, measured out a few minims of the red tincture and added one of the powders. 
The mixture, which was at first of a reddish hue, began, in proportion as the crystals melted, to brighten in colour, 
to effervesce audibly, and to throw off small fumes of vapour. Suddenly and at the same moment, the ebullition 
ceased and the compound changed to a dark purple, which faded again more slowly to a watery green. My visitor, 
who had watched these metamorphoses with a keen eye, smiled, set down the glass upon the table, and then 
turned and looked upon me with an air of scrutiny. 

"And now," said he, "to settle what remains. Will you be wise? will you be guided? will you suffer me to take this 
glass in my hand and to go forth from your house without further parley? or has the greed of curiosity too much 
command of you? Think before you answer, for it shall be done as you decide. As you decide, you shall be left as 
you were before, and neither richer nor wiser, unless the sense of service rendered to a man in mortal distress 
may be counted as a kind of riches of the soul. Or, if you shall so prefer to choose, a new province of knowledge 
and new avenues to fame and power shall be laid open to you, here, in this room, upon the instant; and your sight 
shall be blasted by a prodigy to stagger the unbelief of Satan." 

"Sir," said I, affecting a coolness that I was far from truly possessing, "you speak enigmas, and you will perhaps not 
wonder that I hear you with no very strong impression of belief. But I have gone too far in the way of inexplicable 
services to pause before I see the end." 

"It is well," replied my visitor. "Lanyon, you remember your vows: what follows is under the seal of our profession. 
And now, you who have so long been bound to the most narrow and material views, you who have denied the 
virtue of transcendental medicine, you who have derided your superiors— behold!" 
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Grade 4 response 

Hyde has come to Lanyon’s house to pick up the chemicals Lanyon has collected from 
Jekyll’s laboratory. Jekyll doesn’t know who Hyde is and he immediately dislikes him. This 
is the usual thought of people seeing Hyde for the first Ɵme. So at the start of the passage, 
Lanyon doesn’t like Hyde and Hyde is desperate - he is frightened as he is graƟng his teeth 
and looking ‘ghastly’. 

Lanyon tells Hyde to ‘Compose yourself’, meaning to calm down. Hyde changes a bit as 
soon as he has the chemicals. Lanyon is interested in the chemicals and describes those 
for a paragraph, so we don’t really see how Hyde is behaving or seeming then. When he 
starts talking again he has got cocky, and starts to be rude to Lanyon. He uses fancy 
language that is more like Jekyll’s language. He seems to make it sound bad whatever 
Lanyon chooses: if he doesn’t watch Hyde’s transformaƟon, he’s missing out on something 
amazing, but if he does watch it’s because of the ‘greed of curiosity’. ‘Greed’ is a bad 
thing, so he makes it sound like Lanyon can’t control himself. 

Hyde warns Lanyon that what he sees next won’t be good. It will ‘blast’ his sight, and will 
be so astonishing that even Satan would find it hard to believe. But Lanyon doesn’t listen 
to the warning because he doesn’t really believe Hyde. Hyde is pleased that Lanyon has 
decided to watch - he says ‘It is well’. This is mean because it is going to be bad for Lanyon. 

In the rest of the story, Jekyll and Lanyon are enemies. They used to be friends but they 
have fallen out and don’t talk to each other any more. Lanyon has told UƩerson that he 
regards Jekyll as dead. In this part, Hyde is rude to Lanyon, even though Lanyon has gone 
to get the chemicals he wanted. Hyde is really Jekyll’s alter ego but Lanyon doesn’t know 
that yet. Hyde is conƟnuing Jekyll’s fight with Lanyon, but Lanyon doesn’t know that 
because he doesn’t know who Hyde is. So the passage carries on the relaƟonship between 
the two men in the rest of the story, except that Lanyon doesn’t know it. 

AŌer this, Lanyon is horrified by seeing Hyde change into Jekyll and then hearing what 
Jekyll tells him (which he doesn’t tell us). He says his life is ‘shaken to its roots’ and he will 
die soon. EffecƟvely, Jekyll and Hyde have killed him by leƫng him see the transformaƟon 
and then explaining it all. So they have beaten Jekyll’s enemy. It’s too hard a punishment 
just because Lanyon didn’t agree with Jekyll over science. Because Hyde is so evil, though, 
he is willing to do this to prove that he (Jekyll) was right all along. 
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Example Essay response 

Macbeth 

In this scene, Macbeth has just returned from killing Duncan. 

Starting with this speech, explore how Shakespeare presents guilt in Macbeth. 

Write about: 

 how Shakespeare presents ideas about guilt in this extract 

 how Shakespeare presents ideas about guilt in the play as a whole. 

  

MACBETH  
Methought I heard a voice cry “Sleep no more! 
Macbeth does murder sleep”—the innocent sleep, 
Sleep that knits up the raveled sleave of care, 
The death of each day’s life, sore labor’s bath, 
Balm of hurt minds, great nature’s second course, 
Chief nourisher in life’s feast. 
 
LADY MACBETH   
What do you mean? 
 
MACBETH  
Still it cried “Sleep no more!” to all the house. 
“Glamis hath murdered sleep, and therefore 
Cawdor 
Shall sleep no more. Macbeth shall sleep no more.” 
 
LADY MACBETH  
Who was it that thus cried? Why, worthy thane, 
You do unbend your noble strength to think 
So brainsickly of things. Go get some water 
And wash this filthy witness from your hand.— 
Why did you bring these daggers from the place? 
They must lie there. Go, carry them and smear 
The sleepy grooms with blood. 
 
MACBETH  
I’ll go no more. 
I am afraid to think what I have done. 
Look on ’t again I dare not. 
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Grade 4 Response 
 

This scene comes after Macbeth has killed Duncan and he seems guilty straight away. He is 
hearing strange voices, which shows that he is upset. ‘Sleep no more!’ This shows that Macbeth is 
so guilty that he will never be able to sleep again. 

He has murdered the king while he is sleeping, which is a deceitful thing to do especially as the 
king is in line to God. In Shakespeare’s time people believed in the Divine Right of Kings, which 
meant that there was a social hierarchy with God at the top. The king was next and so to murder 
a king would be considered even more awful than by today’s social values. Macbeth’s 
punishment for this is that his own sleep is murdered. Macbeth says ‘the innocent sleep’ showing 
that Duncan was blameless and this makes him more guilty for killing him. The two characters 
contrast and as the play goes on we see this more and more. Macbeth becomes a violent king, 
largely as a result of his guilt and fear of being exposed. Compared to Duncan, he is unpopular 
and disliked to the extent that Malcolm eventually gathers an army to overthrow him. 

When he says ‘Glamis hath murdered sleep, and therefor Cawdor/Shall sleep no more’ he is 
talking about his titles that Duncan gave him. At the start of the play, Macbeth was Thane of 
Glamis and then Duncan gave him the title Thane of Cawdor as a reward for his efforts in the war. 
This was part of the witches’ prophecy that led to Macbeth killing Duncan. His two titles 
represent the old and new Macbeth and show that every part of him is guilty. 

Then Lady Macbeth takes command and orders him to wash away the guilt. She says ‘wash this 
filthy witness from your hand’, which means get rid of the evidence. 

She is also guilty because she has persuaded her husband to go through with the murder, though 
she doesn’t show it here. Earlier in the scene she says she couldn’t kill Duncan herself because he 
reminded her of her own father. Her part in the murder is not physical, though she does go back 
into Duncan’s room to lay the daggers on the guards. She is composed around the murder, 
whereas Macbeth’s guilt is evident from the start. Lady Macbeth’s guilt does seem to haunt her 
though and this reference to hand washing comes back later in the play when we see her 
sleepwalking and attempting to wash out a ‘damned spot’ from her hands. This is a metaphor for 
her feeling guilt. Lady Macbeth’s guilt leads to her madness. 

Later in the play Macbeth wishes he could sleep like Duncan and be at rest. He is not able to gain 
any sense of peace because of his actions. His guilt makes him afraid of his friend Banquo and he 
ends up having him killed as well. The fact that he sends murderers to find and kill Banquo 
suggests that Macbeth is not prepared to risk the guilt of killing another friend with his own 
hands. 

Overall Shakespeare uses this scene to show Macbeth’s guilt very clearly and shows how the guilt 
will get worse for both of them later in the play. 

 

 



  
 25  

Wider reading list  
 

 

 

 

 
  

  

  

This unit is all about your ability to revise and recap the knowledge required for your 
English Literature exam.   
  
The following links direct you to websites with useful revision resources, including 
videos, on the two literature texts:  
  
William Shakespeare's 'Macbeth' - Detailed Analysis - YouTube  
  
Plot summary - AQA - Video - GCSE English Literature - BBC Bitesize  
  
Characters - AQA - Video - GCSE English Literature - BBC Bitesize  
  
Themes - AQA - Video - GCSE English Literature - BBC Bitesize  
  
EducaƟon | Macbeth | Royal Shakespeare Company (rsc.org.uk)  
  
Duality of Genre in 'Jekyll and Hyde' (very clever from Stevenson) - YouTube  
  
Plot summary - AQA - Video - GCSE English Literature - BBC Bitesize  
  
Characters - AQA - Video - GCSE English Literature - BBC Bitesize  
  
Themes - AQA - Video - GCSE English Literature - BBC Bitesize  
  
Remember, you also have your other Knowledge Organisers to support you with 
revision.  
  


