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Welcome, Year 11 (soon to be Year 12)! 

This pack contains your bridging work for A Level History. 

These tasks are designed to give you a flavour of what the 

two sides of the Year 12 course are all about. These will 

introduce you to some of the key issues and individuals that 

we will study when you return in September. 

You will be required to watch a video and read an article on 

the Chinese Civil War, and watch a video and read an article 

on the Russian Revolutions of 1917. There are 

questions/tasks to complete based on all of the above. 

Don’t feel you need to complete this all in one go. You can 

complete the tasks in this booklet in the spaces provided. 

Have fun working on this - it will be a huge help next term. 

We hope you have a fantastic summer and we look forward 

to seeing you all in September! 

 

Mr Hudson and Mr Marshall 
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Overview of Tasks 

 
Mao’s China, 1949-76 
 
Video 
Video link here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJdQ1gna10k 
Watch the video above and complete the questions on page 3. 
 
Article 
Read through the article on pages 4-7 and complete the questions on page 8. 
 
 
Russia: from Lenin to Yeltsin, 1917-91 
 
Video 
Video link here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cV9G1QUIm7w&t=2s 
Watch the video above and complete the questions on pages 9-10. 
 
Article 
Read through the article on pages 11-14 and complete the questions on pages 15-
16. 
 
 
 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJdQ1gna10k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cV9G1QUIm7w&t=2s
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Video – The Chinese Civil War: Animated History (The Armchair Historian) 
 
 
1) Which dynasty fell in 1911? 

 
 

2) What was the name of the nationalist party? 
 
 

3) Why did the Nationalists and Communists form an alliance in 1923? 
 
 
 
 

4) What campaign resulted in the deaths of many CCP members? 
 
 

5) Which country looked to take advantage of China’s fragile state during the civil war? 
 
 

6) How many men did the Nationalists lose during the war with Japan? 
 
 

7) How many men did the Communists lose during the war with Japan? 
 
 

8) What is the official name of China that was formed in 1949? 
 
 

9) Where did the Nationalists flee? 
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The Chinese Civil War, 1945-49 
 
1) What two sides fought in the Chinese civil war? 

 
 
 

2) Who was the leader of the Nationalists? 
 
 

3) What 3 reasons did Mao give for people rallying behind the PLA to defeat the Nationalists in the civil 
war? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4) Where was Mao and the Communists’ base? 
 
 

5) What did the Communists promise peasants to gain their support? 
 
 
 
 

6) How did the Russians support the Communists? 
 
 
 
 

7) Give two problems with Chiang’s military strategy. 
 
 
 
 
 

8) What economic problems occurred in the late 1940s and why did they occur? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9) What event in 1934 was a part of communist mythology in China? 
 
 
 

10) What year was the Civil War won? 
 
 



9 
 

Video – The Russian Revolution 1917 (Epic History TV) 
 
1) In what year did Nicholas II become leader of the Russian Empire? 

 
 

2) In what year was there a revolution and what was the name of the national assembly created? 
 
 

3) Why was World War I a disaster for Russia? 
 
 
 

4) Why was the Tsar blamed for the poor performance in the war? 
 
 
 

5) What happened on 23rd February 1917? 
 
 
 

6) On what date did Nicholas agree to abdicate? 
 
 

7) Who did the Provisional Government share power with and who was this group dominated by? 
 
 
 

8) What was the slogan used by the Bolsheviks to appeal to the peasants? 
 
 

9) Where did Lenin flee to after the July Days? 
 
 

10) Who became the Prime Minister in July? 
 
 

11) What happened during the Kornilov attempted coup? 
 
 
 
 
 

12) On what date did the Bolsheviks seize key points around the capital and storm the Winter Palace? 
 
 

13) In what month did the Russian Civil War begin? 
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14) What happened to the Tsar and his family in 1918? 
 
 

15) How many people died during the Russian Civil War overall (including epidemics)? 
 

 
16) In what year was the Soviet Union created? 
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Russia 1917: From February to October 
 
1) What was the general feeling after the February Revolution? 

 
 
 

2) Why did the ‘revolutionary honeymoon’ not last very long? 
 
 
 

3) How did the worker revolt affect the armed forces? 
 
 
 

4) Which Soviet was recognised as the most important one? 
 
 

5) What was the Provisional Government and why did it struggle for power? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6) What is meant by the idea of ‘multiple power’? 

 
 
 
 
 

7) What was the main debate around land reform for the Provisional Government? 
 
 
 
 

8) What were the two problems that ruined the June Offensive? 
 
 
 
 
 

9) Why was the Provisional Government able to survive the July Days? 
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10) Why did the Kornilov coup fail? 
 
 

 
11) Which exiled individual saw his opportunity after the ‘Kornilov Affair’? 

 
 
 

12) How had the Bolsheviks gained power? 
 


