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Big Questions 

	Week 1
	BQ: How do I approach a unseen extract?

	
	BQ: How do I approach Questions 1 and 2 of English Language Paper 1?

	
	BQ: How do I approach Question 3 of English Language Paper 1?

	Week 2
	BQ: How do I approach Question 4 of English Language Paper 1?

	
	BQ: How do I understand an unseen extract?

	
	BQ: How do I analyse the writer’s use of language?

	Week 3
	BQ: How do I analyse the writer’s use of structure?

	
	BQ: How can I improve my analysis of structure?

	
	BQ: How can I evaluate a text critically?

	Week 4
	BQ: How do I analyse the writer’s use of language?

	
	BQ: How do I analyse the writer’s use of structure?

	
	BQ: How can I evaluate a text critically?

	Week 5
	BQ: How can I improve my evaluation of a text?

	
	BQ: How do I understand an unseen extract?

	
	BQ: How do I analyse the writer’s use of language?

	Week 6
	BQ: How do I analyse and evaluate?

	
	BQ: How can I improve my analysis and evaluation?

	
	BQ: How do I evaluate a text critically?

	Week 7
	BQ: How do I approach question 5 of English Language Paper 1?

	
	BQ: How do I approach question 5 of English Language Paper 1?

	
	BQ: How do I approach question 5 of English Language Paper 1?






Key Terminology
	Adjective

	A word that describes a noun (object). It gives details of the object.

	Adverb

	A word that describes a verb (action). It explains how it is done.

	Alliteration
	The occurrence of the same letter or sound at the beginning of adjacent or closely connected words.


	Analyse
	Examine (something) methodically and in detail, typically in order to explain and interpret it.


	Beginning

	The start of a text, the first focus within the extract.

	End

	The last part of a text, how the extract finishes.

	Evaluate
	Form an idea of the amount, number, or value of; assess.


	Infer
	Deduce or conclude (something) from evidence and reasoning rather than from explicit statements.

	Language

	Words and phrases selected by the writer to convey their message.

	Metaphor
	A figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is not literally applicable.

	Middle
	The centre part of an extract, this is where the story moves from where it starts to where it ends.

	Noun

	A naming word for an object, person or place.

	Pathetic fallacy
	The attribution of human feelings and responses to inanimate things or animals, especially in art and literature.

	Personification
	To attribute human characteristics to something that is not human.


	Pronoun

	A word used instead of a noun. E.G- It, He, She, They, Us, We

	Simile
	A figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, used to make a description more emphatic or vivid (e.g. as brave as a lion ).

	Shift in focus

	Where the writer moves from one focus to another.

	Structure

	The structure of a text refers to its shape as a whole. This can mean the order of the plot events in a story, novel or play. Think about how the structure works in terms of the effects it creates.

	Symbolism
	The use of symbols in literature to represent other themes or idea.


	Verb

	A doing or being word. The action that happens.
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Additional Terminology 
	
	Term
	Definition

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	

	7
	
	

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
	
	

	11
	
	

	12
	
	

	13
	
	

	14
	
	

	15
	
	

	16
	
	

	

	Question
	Time 
	Skills assessed 

	15 minutes reading time

	Paper One
1hr 45mins
	Q1: Tick 4 answers…
4 marks
	5 minutes 
	AO1

	
	Q2: How does the writer use language…
8 marks
	10mins
	AO2

	
	Q3: How does the writer use structure…?
8 marks
	10mins
	AO2

	
	Q4: Statement and to what extent do you agree?
20 marks
	20mins
	AO4

	
	Q5: Creative writing
40 marks
	45mins
	AO5 and AO6


Question breakdowns
Section A: Question 1
· 4 marks 
· Approx 5 minutes
· You need to select the write answer from a multiple choice, with a tick
Section A: Question 2
· 8 marks
· Approx. 10 minutes.
· It will ask you about the effects of language on the reader.
Section A: Question 3
· 8 marks
· Approx. 10 minutes
· This will ask you about the writer’s use of structure.


Section A: Question 4
· 20 marks
· Approx 20 minutes.
· This question will ask you for your personal judgement

Section B: Question 5
· 40 marks
· Approx. 45 minutes
· This question will ask to compose your own piece of creative writing

[image: ]













Homework Tasks
Knowledge is power, so the more you know, the more secure you will be in your learning. 
	Year 10: Unit 1 Additional English Language Paper 1 Homework

	Task 1:

	Due date:
	· Read the extract from The Midnight Library on page 9 and answer the questions on pages 10 and 11.

	Task 2:

	Due date: 
	· Re-read the extract from homework 1 and then answer the language analysis question: How does the writer use language to describe the building?

	Task 3:

	Due date: 
	· Re-read the extract from homework 1 and then answer the structural analysis question: How does the writer structure the text to interest you as a reader?










Homework 1: 
Read the following extract of a novel called The Midnight Library, then answer the questions that follow.
At first the mist was so pervasive that she could see nothing else, until slowly she saw pillars appear on either side of her. She was standing on a path, some kind of colonnade. The columns were brain-grey, with specks of brilliant blue. The misty vapours cleared like spirits wanting to be unwatched, and a shape emerged.
A solid, rectangular shape.
The shape of a building, About the size of a church or a small supermarket. It had a stone façade, the same colour as the pillars, with a large wooden central door and a roof which had aspirations of grandeur, with intricate details and a grand-looking clock on the front gable, with black painted Roman numerals and its hands pointing to midnight. Tall, dark, arched windows, framed with stone bricks, punctuated the front wall, equidistant from each other. When she first looked it seemed there were only four windows, but a moment later there were definitely five of them. She thought she must have miscounted.
As there was nothing else around, and since she had nowhere else to be, Nora stepped cautiously towards it.
She looked at the digital display of her watch.
00:00:00
Midnight, as the clock told her.
She waited for the next second to arrive, but it didn’t. Even as she walked closer to the building, even as she opened the wooden door and stepped inside, the display didn’t change. Either something was wrong with her watch, or something was wrong with time. In the circumstances, it could have been either.
What’s happening? She wondered. What the hell is going on?
Maybe this place would hold some answers, she thought, as she walked inside. The place was well lit, and the floor was light stone- somewhere between light yellow and camel-brown, like the colour of an old page- but the windows she had seen from the outside weren’t there on the inside. In fact, even though she had only taken a few steps forward she could no longer see the walls at all. Instead there were bookshelves. Aisles and aisles of shelves, reaching up to the ceiling and branching off from the broad open corridor Nora was walking along. She turned down one of the aisles and stopped to gaze in bafflement at the seemingly endless amount of books.



Homework Task 1: Based on the extract from The Midnight Library
Line 1-3 What does Nora first see when the mist begins to clear?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Line 5-6 How does Nora describe the size of the building?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Line 9-12 How does the appearance of the windows change as Nora observes the building?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Line 15-21 What unusual detail does Nora notice about her watch?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Line 23-29 Describe the interior of the building Nora enters.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Line 28-29 What is Nora’s reaction to the interior of the building?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What clues did you notice that implies Nora is not in the real world?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Homework Task 2: 
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Look in detail at this extract, from lines 5-12 of the source			

How does the writer use language here to describe the building?

You could include the writer’s choice of:
· words and phrases
· language features and techniques
· sentence forms. 			                                                    [8 marks]


A solid, rectangular shape.
The shape of a building, About the size of a church or a small supermarket. It had a stone façade, the same colour as the pillars, with a large wooden central door and a roof which had aspirations of grandeur, with intricate details and a grand-looking clock on the front gable, with black painted Roman numerals and its hands pointing to midnight. Tall, dark, arched windows, framed with stone bricks, punctuated the front wall, equidistant from each other. When she first looked it seemed there were only four windows, but a moment later there were definitely five of them. She thought she must have miscounted.












Writing structure
WHAT – the idea, what is the building like?
“The writer describes the building as….”
HOW – how does the writer present the building? (evidence needed) 
“Through the use of (method) “quotation”
WHY – why is the building presented like this?
“suggests/ highlights/ conveys/ implies….”
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Homework Task 3: 
Section A: Question 3

You now need to think about the whole of the source.      
                                                        
This text is from the beginning of a novel. 

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 

You could write about: 
•	what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source
•	how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops
•	any other structural features that interest you.		                                   [8 marks]

Planning Space

	Structure
	Focus
	Reason why

	Beginning







	
	

	Shift in focus








	
	

	End








	
	



Writing Structure
WHAT – what has been said and used by the writer with regards to structure?

HOW – how is this shown? Use a quotation from the text to prove the focus

WHY – why does the writer do this at this moment? Why is it interesting?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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	This unit is all about your ability to read for meaning. 
Make sure you are reading a wide range of Fiction texts at home and use the Library in school to help support you when selecting a text to read. 

Some useful revision resources you can use to help support your practice of the exam questions are below. Scan the QR code to access the webpage.
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Mr Bruff’s YouTube Channel
Language Paper 1 Playlist – lots of useful videos and resources for you to use here. →
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AQA English Language Past Papers 
Language Paper 1 samples for you to practice with – lots of resources for home study. →
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Stacey Reay’s YouTube Channel
Language Paper 1 Playlist – lots of useful videos and resources for you to use here. →
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AQA English Revision – website
Some good tips and practice questions can be found here. →
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Sign up to Massolit with your school email to access a whole range of resources for your Year 10 Revision!  →











Wider reading list + Revision resources
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